
GCSE English Language 

 
Activities to support your child: 

 
Vocabulary  
 

1. Give me a better word/phrase for… (insert a dull word here, e.g. old, happy, dark, cold, said, walked, etc.)  
2. List as many different ways of describing… (insert a colour, e.g. red = sanguine, claret, etc.) 
3. Come up with a boring sentence and ask them to reword it to make it sound more… 

energetic/amorous/frightening/calming. (e.g. The man walked down the road → Continuously casting a look 
over his shoulder, the man unsteadily tottered through the shadowy alleyway, wishing his frail legs would 
escort him more swiftly towards safety.) 

 
Language Devices 
 

1. What is.. (insert technique here – see list below) ? Ask them to describe what this technique is/looks like and 
ask them to give an example. 

2. Describe to me… (insert something you can see e.g. the hedge, the sky, the man crossing the road) using a… 
(insert technique). 

3. Persuade me to let you… (make up scenarios that would require them to use persuasive techniques e.g. go to 
the cinema, skip a day from school, buy the latest iPhone, eat chips for a week, die your hair a bright colour, 
etc.) They must use persuasive techniques. 

 
Analysing Structure 
 

1. As you watch a film, ask them to give you three structural devices that the director has used and ask them to 
explain why they are interesting. 

2. Ask them to explain to you structural techniques writers might use at the beginning, middle and end of 
extracts. 

 
Writing 
 

1. Practise writing a letter heading including: addresses, date, Dear Sir/Madam/Name, and the correct way to 
sign off. 

2. Ask them to come up with a newspaper heading for different topics (e.g. climate change, healthy eating, 
exams, mental health, etc.) 

3. Come up with the first or last sentence of a story and ask them to plan the rest (e.g. I wasn’t sure my grip 
would last much longer; all I was certain of was that if I let go, it would be the end of life as I knew it.) 

 
 
And encourage reading! Of everything and anything! 

Key Information 
 

• Exam Board – AQA 

• Language Paper 1 – tbc 

• Language Paper 2 – tbc 

• Revision sessions – will be set online (tbc) 
 
 

Language techniques: 

• Show don’t tell, alliteration, personification, repetition, onomatopoeia, metaphor, simile, triplet, anaphora, 
epistrophe, polysyndetic/asyndetic sentences, plosive alliteration, sibilance, semantic field, paradox, 
oxymoron, juxtaposition. 

• PERSUASIVE TECHNIQUES: direct address, facts, statistics, rhetorical question, emotive language, 
hyperbole, collective pronouns. 


