
Year 9: Classic GCSE 
and Class Novels

Y9



Awards: Red House Children's Book Award (2002)

Noughts and Crosses by 
Malorie Blackman (2001)

Two young people are forced to make a stand in this thought-
provoking look at racism and prejudice in an alternate society.

Sephy is a Cross -- a member of the dark-skinned ruling class. 
Callum is a Nought -- a "colourless" member of the underclass 
who were once slaves to the Crosses. The two have been 
friends since early childhood, but that's as far as it can go. In 
their world, Noughts and Crosses simply don't mix. Against a 
background of prejudice and distrust, intensely highlighted by 
violent terrorist activity, a romance builds between Sephy and 
Callum -- a romance that is to lead both of them into terrible 
danger. Can they possibly find a way to be together?

In this gripping, stimulating and totally absorbing novel, black 
and white are right and wrong.

Genre: Adventure/Romance

Play (2008): https://www.rsc.org.uk/noughts-and-crosses

“Just remember, Callum when you’re floating up and up in your 
bubble, that bubbles have a habit of bursting. The higher you climb, 

the further you have to fall.” 

Themes: Racism, Discrimination,  Friendship, Love, Courage, Betrayal, Violence and War.

Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=noughts%20and
%20crosses
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Across the Barricades by 
Joan Lingard (1972)

A poignant love story set in Belfast during 
the Troubles.

Kevin and Sadie just want to be together, 
but it's not that simple. Things are bad in 
Belfast. Soldiers walk the streets and the 
city is divided. No Catholic boy and 
Protestant girl can go out together - not 
without dangerous 

consequences . . .

Genre: Fiction

Play (1990): 

“A TRAITOR LIVES HERE.”

Themes: Conflict, Forbidden Love, Loyalty, Violence, Displacement and Adolescence. 

Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=across%20the%2
0barricades
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Dead Gorgeous by 
Malorie Blackman (2002)

When the mysterious stranger shows up at Nova’s 
parents’ hotel, she thinks her luck has changed –
until she realizes she’s the only one who can see 
him.

Liam explains he’s been here a long time. And he 
can never leave, no matter how hard he tries.

Soon, Nova begins to piece his tragic story together. 
But she’s hiding a secret of her own – one she’s 
desperate to keep from her family. And now Liam’s 
found her out . . .

Genre: Supernatural

"Why did she want to be like Raye when her sister was so mean? Not to 
mention shallow. If Raye were a swimming pool, Nova would be able to 
walk from one side of her to the other without getting her toenails wet." 

Themes: Y9



Awards: Carnegie Medal (1993)

Stone Cold by 
Robert Swindells (1993)

A tense thriller plot is combined with a 
perceptive and harrowing portrait of life on the 
streets as a serial killer preys on the young 
and vulnerable homeless. Link, aged 17, is 
distrustful of people until he pairs up with Deb, 
another homeless youngster. But what Deb 
doesn't tell him is that she's an ambitious 
young journalist on a self-imposed assignment 
to track down the killer and she's prepared to 
use herself as bait ...

Genre: Realism

TV Show (1997): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gj3e9XtRGbs&index=1&list=PLD6604A20A9AAA10D

“I’m invisible, see? One of the invisible people.  Right now I’m sitting 
in a doorway watching the passers-by.  They’re afraid I want 

something they’ve got, and they’re right.”

Themes: Homelessness, Murder, Trust, Family, Prejudice, Madness, Loneliness and Money.

Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=stone%20cold
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Of Mice and Men by 
John Steinbeck (1937)

Streetwise George and his big, childlike friend 
Lennie are drifters, searching for work in the fields 
and valleys of California. They have nothing except 
the clothes on their back, and a hope that one day 
they'll find a place of their own and live the American 
dream. But dreams come at a price. Gentle giant 
Lennie doesn't know his own strength, and when 
they find work at a ranch he gets into trouble with 
the boss's daughter-in-law. Trouble so bad that even 
his protector George may not be able to save him…

Genre: Tragedy

“A guy needs somebody―to be near him. A guy goes nuts if he ain't 
got nobody. Don't make no difference who the guy is, long's he's with 

you. I tell ya, I tell ya a guy gets too lonely an' he gets sick.”

Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=of%20mice%20an
d%20men

Film (1939). Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t91ecmMnG18 Film (1992). Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BQtiStdDaYw

Themes: Friendship, Responsibility, Fear, Poverty, Fate, Sexism, Racism and Ageism.
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Goodnight Mr. Tom by 
Michelle Majorian (1981)

Young Willie Beech is evacuated to 
the country as Britain stands on the 
brink of the Second World War. A sad, 
deprived child, he slowly begins to 
flourish under the care of old Tom 
Oakley - but his new-found happiness 
is shattered by a summons from his 
mother back in London . . .

Genre: Fiction 

“I’d rather be happy and odd than miserable and 
ordinary,' she said, sticking her chin in the air.”

Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=goodnight%20mr
%20tom

Film (1998): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eYJBkfKtCvM

Themes: Love, Compassion, Education, Violence, Abuse, Loss, Darkness and Loneliness.

Awards: Carnegie Medal (1981), The Guardian Fiction Award (1982) 
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The Flour Babies by 
Anne Fine (1992)

Genre: Children’s Literature 

“Let it be flour babies. Let chaos reign.”

Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=flour%20babies

Play (1997).

Themes: Family, Stereotypes, Education and Friendship. 

Awards: Carnegie Medal (1992)
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When the annual school science fair 
comes around, Mr Cartright's class 
don't get to work on the Soap Factory, 
the Maggot Farm or the Exploding 
Custard Tins. To their intense disgust 
they get the Flour Babies — sweet 
little six-pound bags of flour that must 
be cared for at all times.

https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=flour babies


A Kestrel for a Knave by 
Barry Hines (1968)

Life is tough and cheerless for Billy Casper, a 
troubled teenager growing up in the small Yorkshire 
mining town of Barnsley. Treated as a failure at 
school, and unhappy at home, Billy discovers a new 
passion in life when he finds Kes, a kestrel hawk. 
Billy identifies with her silent strength and she 
inspires in him the trust and love that nothing else 
can, discovering through her the passion missing 
from his life. Barry Hines's acclaimed novel 
continues to reach new generations of teenagers 
and adults with its powerful story of survival in a 
tough, joyless world.

Genre: Fiction

“It's fierce, an' it's wild, an' it's not bothered about anybody, 
not even about me right. And that's why it's great.”

Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=kestrel%20knave

Film (1969). Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q2BMFtefUag

Themes: Family, Poverty, Bullying, Education, Strength, Nature and Respect.
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To Kill a Mockingbird by 
Harper Lee (1960)

'Shoot all the bluejays you want, if you can hit 'em, but 
remember it's a sin to kill a mockingbird.'

A lawyer's advice to his children as he defends the real 
mockingbird of Harper Lee's classic novel - a black man 
charged with the rape of a white girl. Through the young 
eyes of Scout and Jem Finch, Harper Lee explores with 
exuberant humour the irrationality of adult attitudes to race 
and class in the Deep South of the 1930s. The conscience 
of a town steeped in prejudice, violence and hypocrisy is 
pricked by the stamina of one man's struggle for justice. But 
the weight of history will only tolerate so much…

Genre: Southern Gothic

“You never really understand a person until you consider things from 
his point of view... Until you climb inside of his skin and walk around in 

it.” 

Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=kill%20a%20moc
kingbird

Film (1962). Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KR7loA_oziY

Themes: Growing Up, Racism, Justice, Good/Evil, Morality, Fear, Family and Compassion/Forgiveness.
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The Lion, The Witch and the 
Wardrobe by C. S. Lewis (1950)

Genre: Fantasy/Adventure

“Once a king or queen of Narnia, always a king or queen of 
Narnia.”

Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=lion%20witch%20
wardrobe

TV Show (1988) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Fft9DLIp7E Film (2005). Trailer https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lWKj41HZBzM

Themes: Good vs. Evil, Betrayal, Forgiveness, Courage, Nature, Family, Transformation and Magic.

Four adventurous siblings―Peter, 
Susan, Edmund, and Lucy Pevensie― 
step through a wardrobe door and into 
the land of Narnia, a land frozen in 
eternal winter and enslaved by the 
power of the White Witch. But when 
almost all hope is lost, the return of the 
Great Lion, Aslan, signals a great 
change . . . and a great sacrifice.
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https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=lion witch wardrobe
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Nine-year-old Bruno knows nothing of the Final Solution and the 
Holocaust. He is oblivious to the appalling cruelties being inflicted 
on the people of Europe by his country. All he knows is that he has 
been moved from a comfortable home in Berlin to a house in a 
desolate area where there is nothing to do and no one to play with. 
Until he meets Shmuel, a boy who lives a strange parallel 
existence on the other side of the adjoining wire fence and who, 
like the other people there, wears a uniform of striped pyjamas.

Bruno's friendship with Shmuel will take him from innocence to 
revelation. And in exploring what he is unwittingly a part of, he will 
inevitably become subsumed by the terrible process.

The Boy in the Striped 
Pyjamas by John Boyne (2006)

Genre: Historical Fiction 

“What exactly was the difference? He wondered to himself. And who 
decided which people wore the striped pajamas and which people 

wore the uniforms?”

Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=Boy%20in%20the
%20Striped%20%0BPyjamas

Film (2008). Trailer https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ypMp0s5Hiw

Themes: Friendship, Childhood Innocence, Family, Race, Violence, Morality and Freedom/Confinement, 
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Themes: War, Guilt, Betrayal, Love, Religion, Identity, Good/Evil and Heroism.

Heroes by 
Robert Cormier (1998)

When Francis Cassavant returns to his 
home town, his face horribly disfigured 
during World War II, he is tormented by 
memories of the conflict. People believe 
him to be a teenage war hero, not 
realising that his act of ‘heroism’ was in 
fact a suicide attempt. Back home, 
Francis has a mission – to get revenge on 
the youth leader he idolised, but betrayed 
him. And he’s prepared to do whatever it 
takes…

Genre: Fiction

“Nothing glamorous like the write-ups in the papers or the 
newsreels. We weren't heroes. We were only there...” 

Y9

Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=heroes%20cormi
er

https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=heroes cormier


A king and some unexpected 
companions embark on a voyage 
that will take them beyond all 
known lands. As they sail farther 
and farther from charted waters, 
they discover that their quest is 
more than they imagined and that 
the world's end is only the 
beginning…

The Voyage of the Dawn 
Treader by C. S. Lewis (1952)

Genre: Fantasy/Adventure

“Courage, dear heart.” 

Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=Voyage%20of%20
the%20Dawn%20Treader

TV Show (1989) https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLaWVjTLR5NwOm7LqvFOYXZ32KKjYnuESf Film (2010). Trailer https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hrJQDPpIK6I

Themes: Exploration, Transformation, Morals, The Supernatural, Fate, and Redemption.
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https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=Voyage of the Dawn Treader
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLaWVjTLR5NwOm7LqvFOYXZ32KKjYnuESf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hrJQDPpIK6I


Tom’s Midnight Garden by 
Philippa Pearce (1958)

Genre: Adventure

“Nothing stands still, except in our memory.”

Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=Tom%E2%80%99
s%20Midnight%20Garden

Film (1999). Trailer https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JHp0fm_HRYk

Themes: Time, Friendship, The Supernatural, Memory, Loneliness, Change and Acceptance.

When Tom is sent to stay at his aunt and uncle's 
house for the summer, he resigns himself to endless 
weeks of boredom. As he lies awake in his bed he 
hears the grandfather clock downstairs strike . . 
.eleven…twelve…thirteen…

Thirteen! Tom races down the stairs and out the 
back door, into a garden everyone told him wasn't 
there. In this enchanted thirteenth hour, the garden 
comes alive - but Tom is never sure whether the 
children he meets there are real or ghosts.
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Mary Lennox was horrid. Selfish and spoilt, she was 
sent to stay with her hunchback uncle in Yorkshire. 
She hated it. But when she finds the way into a 
secret garden and begins to tend it, a change 
comes over her and her life.

She meets and befriends a local boy, the talented 
Dickon, and comes across her sickly cousin Colin 
who had been kept hidden from her. Between them, 
the three children work astonishing magic in 
themselves and those around them.

The Secret Garden by 
Frances Hodgson Burnett (1911)

Genre: Children’s Literature

“If you look the right way, you can see that the 
whole world is a garden.”

Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=secret%20garden

Film (1993). Trailer https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1zeqqhA5Z3A

Themes: Magic, Companionship, Happiness, Youth, Unselfishness, Change, Nature and Growth.
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Bilbo Baggins is a hobbit who enjoys a comfortable, 
unambitious life, rarely travelling further than the 
pantry of his hobbit-hole in Bag End.

But his contentment is disturbed when the wizard, 
Gandalf, and a company of thirteen dwarves arrive on 
his doorstep one day to whisk him away on an 
unexpected journey ‘there and back again’. They 
have a plot to raid the treasure hoard of Smaug the 
Magnificent, a large and very dangerous dragon…

The Hobbit by 
J. R. R. Tolkien (1937)

Genre: Fantasy/Adventure

“Do you wish me a good morning, or mean that it is a good morning 
whether I want it or not; or that you feel good this morning; or that it is 

a morning to be good on?” 

Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=the%20hobbit

Animated Film (1977) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Fw0lEaxiVs&t=26s Film (2012). Trailer https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SDnYMbYB-nU

Themes: Heroism, Greed, Lineage, Community, Power, Trust., Language and Home
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I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by 
Maya Angelou (1961)

Maya Angelou's seven volumes of autobiography are 
a testament to the talents and resilience of this 
extraordinary writer. Loving the world, she also knows 
its cruelty. As a Black woman she has known 
discrimination and extreme poverty, but also hope, 
joy, achievement and celebration. In this first volume 
of her six books of autobiography, Maya Angelou 
beautifully evokes her childhood with her grandmother 
in the American south of the 1930s. She learns the 
power of the white folks at the other end of town and 
suffers the terrible trauma of rape by her mother's 
lover.

Genre: Autobiography

“Hoping for the best, prepared for the worst, and 
unsurprised by anything in between.”

Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=i%20know%20wh
y%20the%20caged%20bird

Film (1979). Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jNvdhi75HqM

Themes: Racism, Self-Acceptance, Belonging, Displacement, Sexual Abuse, Identity, Religion and Literature/Writing.
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Catch-22 by 
Joseph Heller (1961)

Set in the closing months of World War II, this is the 
story of a bombardier named Yossarian who is frantic 
and furious because thousands of people he has 
never met are trying to kill him. His real problem is not 
the enemy - it is his own army which keeps increasing 
the number of missions the men must fly to complete 
their service. If Yossarian makes any attempts to 
excuse himself from the perilous missions then he is 
caught in Catch-22: if he flies he is crazy, and doesn't 
have to; but if he doesn't want to he must be sane and 
has to. That's some catch...

Genre: Satire

“Just because you're paranoid doesn't mean 
they aren't after you.”

Lesson Plan Ideas: 
http://www.discoveryeducation.com/teachers/free-lesson-
plans/catch-22.cfm

Film (1970). Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Unn8fgs8fao

Themes: War, Justice, Greed, Integrity, Bureaucracy, Faith, Language, Death, Isolation, Fear and Absurdity.  
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When young Jim Hawkins finds a packet 
in Captain Flint's sea chest, he could not 
know that the map inside it would lead 
him to unimaginable treasure. Shipping 
as cabin boy on the Hispaniola, he sails 
with Squire Trelawney, Captain Smollett, 
Dr Livesey, the sinister Long John Silver 
and a frightening crew to Treasure 
Island. There, mutiny, murder and 
mayhem lead to a thrilling climax.

Treasure Island by 
Robert Louis Stevenson (1883)

Genre: Adventure

“Fifteen men on the Dead Man's Chest Yo-ho-ho, and a bottle of rum! 
Drink and the devil had done for the rest Yo-ho-ho, and a bottle of 

rum!” 

Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=treasure%20islan
d

Film (1950). Trailer https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JVX5ZfTcGNU TV Mini-Series (2012) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SJrdmIcyWUk

Themes: Greed, Criminality, Duty, Appearances, Exploration, Youth, and Friendship.
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All Quiet on the Western Front by 
Erich Maria Remarque (1929)

One by one the boys begin to fall...

In 1914 a room full of German schoolboys, 
fresh-faced and idealistic, are goaded by 
their schoolmaster to troop off to the 'glorious 
war'. With the fire and patriotism of youth 
they sign up. What follows is the moving 
story of a young 'unknown soldier' 
experiencing the horror and disillusionment 
of life in the trenches.

Genre: War

“I am young, I am twenty years old; yet I know nothing of life but despair, death, fear, and 
fatuous superficiality cast over an abyss of sorrow. I see how peoples are set against one 
another, and in silence, unknowingly, foolishly, obediently, innocently slay one another.”

Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=quiet%20western
%20front

Film (1930). Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=grapXipP3fM Film (1979). Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DX1PW2n8POg&t=5s

Themes: Horror of War, Nationalism, Identity, Hopes, Sacrifice, Revenge, Morality, Innocence and Home.
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Film (1959). Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l4p5yJVbnvQ Film (1983). Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XT3qynDiviQ

The Hound of the Baskervilles by 
Arthur Conan Doyle (1902)

Originally serialised in The Strand Magazine, Conan Doyle’s 
The Hound of the Baskervilles follows the infamous 
Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson as they investigate the 
mysterious death of Sir Charles Baskerville, whose dead 
body is found on the misty and desolate Devon moors.

The locals blame his death on the legend of the fearsome 
phantom hound that they claim has haunted the Baskerville 
family for generations. When the heir to the Baskerville 
fortune, Sir Henry, also comes under threat Holmes’ 
detective skills are put to the test as he battles to discover 
the truth behind the legend and to solve one of the most 
macabre mysteries of his career.

Genre: Detective Fiction

“They all agreed that it was a huge creature, 
luminous, ghastly and spectral.”

Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=baskervilles

Themes: Crime, The Supernatural, Justice, Respect, Isolation, Friendship, Lies and Guilt.
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Year 9 Texts (E7)

Author Title
Reading 

Level

Malorie Blackman Noughts and Crosses 4.0

Joan Lingard Across the Barricades 4.1

Malorie Blackman Dead Gorgeous 4.3

Robert Swindells Stone Cold 4.3

John Steinbeck Of Mice and Men 4.5

Michelle Majorian Goodnight Mr. Tom 5.1

Anne Fine The Flour Babies 5.2

Barry Hines A Kestrel for a Knave 5.4

Harper Lee To Kill a Mockingbird 5.6

C. S. Lewis The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe 5.7

John Boyne The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas 5.8

Robert Cormier Heroes 5.9

C. S. Lewis The Voyage of the Dawn Treader 5.9

Philippa Pearce Tom’s Midnight Garden 6.1

Frances Hodgson Burnett The Secret Garden 6.3

J. R. R. Tolkien The Hobbit 6.6

Maya Angelou I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings 6.7

Joseph Heller Catch-22 7.1

Robert Louis Stevenson Treasure Island 8.1

Erich Maria Remarque All Quiet on the Western Front 10.0

Arthur Conan Doyle The Hound of the Baskervilles 11.0


