
Year 8 Novels
Y8



The London Eye Mystery by 
Siobhan Dowd (2007)

11.32am. Ted and his sister Kat watch their cousin Salim get on 
board the London Eye. The pod rises from the ground, high above 
the city.

12.02am. The pod lands and the doors open. Everyone exits -
everyone but Salim.

Has he spontaneously combusted? (Ted's theory.)

Has he been kidnapped? (Aunt Gloria's theory.)

Is he even still alive? (The family's unspoken fear.)

Even the police are baffled - so it's up to Ted, whose brain runs on 
its own unique operating system, to solve this mystery and find 
Salim. Teaming up with Kat, Ted follows a trail of clues across 
London - while time ticks dangerously by…

Genre: Mystery
Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=the%20london%2
0eye%20mystery

“Knowledge can be like the skin on the surface of the water in a pond, 
or it can go all the way down to the mud. It can be the tiny tip of the 

iceberg or the whole hundred percent.”

Themes: Hope, Love, Friendship, Self-Belief, Siblings and Individuality. 

Multiple Awards: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_London_Eye_Mystery

Y8

https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=the london eye mystery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_London_Eye_Mystery


The Wreck of Zanzibar by 
Michael Morpurgo (1995)

Life on the Scilly Isles in 1907 is 
bleak and full of hardship. Laura’s 
twin brother, Billy, disappears, and 
then a storm devastates 
everything. It seems there’s little 
hope. But then the Zanzibar is 
wrecked on the island’s rocks, and 
everything changes…

Genre: Historical Fiction
Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=wreck%20of%20z
anzibar

“We all knew what was going to happen. We’d seen it before. A ship about 
to founder staggers before she falls. A huge wave broke over her stern and 

she did not come upright again.”

Themes: Home, Gender, Hope, Family, Dreams and survival.

Awards: Whitbread Children's Book Award (1995)

Y8

https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=wreck of zanzibar


A Sudden Puff of Glittering 
Smoke by Anne Fine (1989)

Jeanie finds a ring on her way to 
school. In the middle of class she 
gives it a rub and a genie appears on 
her desk.

Suddenly everything she wants 
seems within reach - until she finds 
that this is a grumpy genie with a very 
different view of the world from her 
own ...

Genre: Fiction
Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=sudden%20puff%
20of%20smoke

Themes: Growing Up, Magic, Mistakes, Culture, Travel and School Life. Y8

https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=sudden puff of smoke


Step by Wicked Step by 
Anne Fine (1995)

One stormy night, five stranded 
schoolchildren uncover the story of 
Richard Clayton Harwick – a boy 
who many years ago learned what it 
was like to have a truly wicked 
stepfather. But the children have 
stories of their own step-parents to 
tell – stories that have warmth and 
humour, as well as sadness, and a 
fair share of happy endings.

Genre: Children’s Literature
Work Sheets: 
https://leelachakrabarty.files.wordpress.com/2011/03/form-5-
step-by-wicked-step2.doc

‘Through the arcs of the wipers, they could make out a towering 
mansion with dunce-hatted turrets, standing black against storm 

clouds. Moonlight flickered eerily against its dark windows.’

Themes: Family, Happiness, Adversity, Divorce, Change and Bravery. Y8

https://leelachakrabarty.files.wordpress.com/2011/03/form-5-step-by-wicked-step2.doc


Salt to the Sea by 
Ruta Sepetys (2016)

It's early 1945 and a group of people trek across 
Germany, bound together by their desperation to reach 
the ship that can take them away from the war-ravaged 
land. Four young people, each haunted by their own 
dark secret, narrate their unforgettable stories. 

This inspirational novel is based on a true story from 
the Second World War. When the German ship 
the Wilhelm Gustloff was sunk in port in early 1945 it 
had over 9000 civilian refugees, including children, on 
board. Nearly all were drowned. Ruta Sepetys, 
acclaimed author of Between Shades of Grey, brilliantly 
imagines their story.

Genre: Historical Fiction

“What had human beings become? Did war make us evil or 
just activate an evil already lurking within us?” 

Themes: Secrets, Tragedy, Innocence, Trust, Gender, Money and Love.

Awards: Carnegie Medal (2017)

Y8

Work on TES: https://www.tes.com/teaching-

resource/aqa-language-paper-1-q3-salt-to-the-sea-11781932

https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/aqa-language-paper-1-q3-salt-to-the-sea-11781932


The Great Elephant Chase 
by Gillian Cross (1992)

A giant Indian elephant. 

A wild journey across America. 

An enemy who will never stop. 

Tad and Cissie are on the run with Khush the elephant. Clammy-fingered, 
steely-eyed Hannibal Jackson will do anything to capture the animal. 

Maybe even kill…

Staying ahead means being faster and smarter - but how do you hide an 
elephant? Especially one with a mind of its own…

Genre: Historical Fiction

‘It seemed as though everyone was there, heading for the railroad depot. And they were all talking 
about the same thing. One word-whispered or giggled or shouted-came at Tad from every side.

Elephant.’

Themes: Courage, Friendship, Adventure and Responsibility.  

Awards: Whitbread Children's Book Award (1992)

Y8



Griffin’s Castle by 
Jenny Nimmo (2007)

Intrigued by the decorations that 
come to life at the mysterious castle 
when she walks by, Dinah begins to 
feel that she may have finally found a 
place to call her own, but when things 
take a dark and unexpected turn, she 
begins to consider that her dream 
home may actually be a prison in 
disguise…

Genre: Fantasy

‘A cat, sheltering beneath the dark trees, looked up at Dinah’s window 
and called out hopefully. But the voice Dinah heard in her dream was 

deeper and infinitely more savage.’

Themes: The Supernatural, Loneliness, Abandonment, Mothers/Daughters and Friendship.  Y8



Themes: Poverty, Family, Imprisonment, Crime, Self-Interest, Money and Justice/Injustice. 

The Prison Runner by 
Deborah Ellis (2008)

Diego had never been in the jungle before. He'd lived with 
his family high in the hills, and then he was a prison kid, a 
city kid. His nights were bare light bulbs burning, women 
and children crying, guards yelling and keys clanging. He 
hated it, but it was what he was used to . . .' A simple error 
of judgement hurls Diego into a nightmare. He's been living 
in prison with his mother and sister, looking after them and 
earning money whenever he can. Until the day he 
accidentally breaks the rules. Suddenly the family are in 
trouble, and Diego needs money to save them. So when 
one of his friends tells Diego that he knows a job that will 
make them both rich, Diego gives into temptation. But the 
job is far different from the one he'd imagined, and Diego 
soon finds himself in the heart of the Bolivian jungle and the 
clutches of men who produce drugs for a living . . .

Genre: Fiction

Y8

“‘We won’t be smuggling, will we? People get caught when they smuggle.’

‘No. We’ll just be running errands for the big bosses.’ “

Reading Guide: 
https://www.bookdepository.com/Rollercoasters-Prison-
Runner-Reading-Guide-Ellis-Deborah/9780199129447

https://www.bookdepository.com/Rollercoasters-Prison-Runner-Reading-Guide-Ellis-Deborah/9780199129447


Awards: Carnegie Medal (1975)

The Machine Gunners by 
Robert Westall (1975)

Chas McGill has the second-best collection of 
war souvenirs in Garmouth but wants it to be 
the best. When he stumbles across the 
wreckage of a downed German bomber, he 
finds the ultimate trophy - a working machine 
gun. Hiding his discovery from the local police, 
Chas recruits his friends and together they 
build a fortress for their prize. But war is not a 
game and soon both friendships and loyalties 
are tested when the gang's actions have 
dangerous consequences…

Genre: Historical Fiction

'Some bright kid's got a gun and 2000 rounds of live ammo. And that 
gun's no pea-shooter. It'll go through a brick wall at a quarter of a 

mile.'

Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=machine%20gunn
ers

TV Serial (1983): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I7gymq-9FLM&t=1063s

Themes: War, Friendship, Violence, Trust, Secrets and Children vs. Adults.

Y8

https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=machine gunners
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I7gymq-9FLM&t=1063s


Stormbreaker by 
Anthony Horowitz (2000)

They told him his uncle died in an accident. He 
wasn't wearing his seatbelt, they said. But when 
fourteen-year-old Alex finds his uncle's windshield 
riddled with bullet holes, he knows it was no 
accident. What he doesn't know yet is that his uncle 
was killed while on a top-secret mission. But he is 
about to, and once he does, there is no turning 
back. Finding himself in the middle of terrorists, Alex 
must outsmart the people who want him dead. The 
government has given him the technology, but only 
he can provide the courage. Should he fail, every 
child in England will be murdered in cold blood…

Genre: Adventure/Spy Fiction Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=Stormbreaker

“Believe me, It would be better if we didn't meet again. Go back to 
school. Go back to your life. And next time they ask you, say no. 

Killing is for grown-ups and you're still a child.”

Multiple Awards: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stormbreaker#Awards

Film (2006). Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j1Mz7npLHCE

Themes: Mortality, Coming of Age, Lies, Technology, Fear, Perseverance and Power. 

Y8

https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=Stormbreaker
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stormbreaker#Awards
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j1Mz7npLHCE


Themes: Power, Corruption, Organisation, Peer Pressure, Individual vs. Community, Repeating History

The Wave by 
Morton Rhue (1981)

Laurie isn't sure what to make of 'The 
Wave'. It had begun as a simple history 
experiment to liven up their World War II 
studies and had become a craze that was 
taking over their lives. Laurie's 
classmates were changing from normal 
teenagers into chanting, saluting fanatics. 
'The Wave' was sweeping through the 
school - and it was out of control. Laurie's 
friends scoff at her warnings but she 
knows she must make them see what 
they have become before it's too late.

Genre: Fiction

“The Nazis might have been a minority, but they were a highly organized, 
armed, and dangerous minority. You have to remember that the rest of the 

German population was unorganized, unarmed, and frightened.”

Y8

Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=Rhue%20Wave

https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=Rhue Wave


Themes: Identity, Sisterhood, Love, Money, Friendship, Adolescence, Hope and Determination.

One by 
Sarah Crossan (2015)

Grace and Tippi are twins - conjoined twins.

And their lives are about to change.

No longer able to afford homeschooling, they must 
venture into the world - a world of stares, sneers 
and cruelty. Will they find more than that at school? 
Can they find real friends? And what about love?

But what neither Grace or Tippi realises is that a 
heart-wrenching decision lies ahead. A decision that 
could tear them apart. One that will change their 
lives even more than they ever imagined.

Genre: Fiction

“Here we are. And we are living. Isn't it 
amazing? How we manage to be at all.”

Awards: Carnegie Medal (2016)
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Work on TES: https://www.tes.com/teaching-

resource/one-by-sarah-crossan-reading-guide-11104626

https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/one-by-sarah-crossan-reading-guide-11104626


Private Peaceful by 
Michael Morpurgo (2003)

A poignant story of the First World War from Children's 
Laureate Michael Morpurgo Private Peaceful captures 
the memories of a young First World War soldier 
awaiting the firing squad at dawn. From his early 
childhood adventures in rural Devon to the battles and 
injustices of war that brought him to the Front Line, 
Private Tommo Peaceful spends these lonely hours re-
living his short but vivid past. A beautifully written novel, 
which contrasts bittersweet childhood memories with 
the horrors of war. Told in the first person it alternates 
between past and present, creating both humour and 
heartache and building tension for its dramatic and 
thought-provoking conclusion.

Genre: Historical Fiction

“Being his real brother I could feel I live in his shadows, but 
I never have and I do not now. I live in his glow.”

Film (2012). Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUoA8njBZVA

Themes: War, Family, Loyalty, Brotherhood, Bravery, Loss, Blame and Bullying. 

Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=private%20peacef
ul

Multiple Awards: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_Morpurgo#Literary_awards_and_prizes

Y8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUoA8njBZVA
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=private peaceful
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_Morpurgo#Literary_awards_and_prizes


Themes: Religion, Wealth, Truth, Wisdom and Knowledge, Family, Fear and Literature/Writing.

Revolver by 
Marcus Sedgwick (2009)

1910. A cabin north of the Arctic Circle. Fifteen-year-old Sig 
Andersson is alone. Alone, except for the corpse of his father, 
who died earlier that day after falling through a weak spot on 
the ice-covered lake. His sister, Anna, and step-mother, 
Nadya, have gone to the local town for help.

Then comes a knock at the door. It's a man, the flash of a 
revolver's butt at his hip, and a mean glare in his eyes. Sig 
has never seen him before but Wolff claims to have 
unfinished business with his father.

As Sig gradually learns the awful truth about Wolff's 
connection to his father, his thoughts are drawn to a certain 
box hidden on a shelf in the storeroom, in which lies his 
father's prized possession - a revolver.

As the stakes rise and Wolff begins to close in, Sig's choice is 
pulled into sharp focus. Should he use the gun?

Genre: Fiction

Y8

“There's always a third choice in life. Even if you think you're stuck 
between two impossible choices, there's always a third way. You just 

have to look for it.”

Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=Revolver%20Sed
gwick

https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=Revolver Sedgwick


Loch by 
Paul Zindel (1994)

Loch and his sister are with their father on a 
scientific expedition to track lake monsters. Their 
father's boss, Anthony Cavenger, a ruthless 
publishing mogul, is determined to prove that the 
legends are fact. Until now, it has been a fruitless 
exercise. But suddenly, on a routine exploration, a 
hideous water beast explodes out of the water, and 
a photographer, hoping to get the picture of a 
lifetime, loses his life instead. The plesiosaurs 
terrorize the secluded lake community, but Loch 
encounters a baby plesiosaur and realizes that the 
monsters only attack when threatened. So he risks 
his life-and the lives of his family and friends-to save 
the prehistoric creatures from destruction.

Genre: Fiction Work on TES:

"Erdon's last conscious thought was the realization that he was being 
chewed in half."

Themes: Family, Open-Mindedness, Environmentalism, Violence and Purpose. Y8



The Giver by 
Lois Lowry (1993)

It is the future. There is no war, no hunger, no pain. No 
one in the community wants for anything. Everything 
needed is provided. And at twelve years old, each 
member of the community has their profession carefully 
chosen for them by the Committee of Elders.

Twelve-year old Jonas has never thought there was 
anything wrong with his world. But from the moment he is 
selected as the Receiver of Memory, Jonas discovers 
that their community is not as perfect as it seems.

It is only with the help of the Giver, that Jonas can find 
what has been lost. And it is only through his personal 
courage that Jonas finds the strength to do what is 
right…

Genre: Dystopian

Film (2014). Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uxFJvlWqphM

“The worst part of holding the memories is not the pain. It's 
the loneliness of it. Memories need to be shared.”

Themes: Memory, Individualism, Pleasure/Pain, Rules/Order, Choices and Tradition.

Y8

Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=the%20giver%20l
owry

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uxFJvlWqphM
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=the giver lowry


War Horse by 
Michael Morpurgo (1982)

At the outbreak of the First World War, 
Joey, young Albert's beloved horse, is sold 
to the cavalry and shipped to France. He's 
soon caught up in enemy fire, and fate 
takes him on an extraordinary odyssey, 
serving on both sides before finding himself 
alone in no man's land. But Albert cannot 
forget Joey and, although still not old 
enough to enlist, he embarks on a 
treacherous mission to the trenches to find 
him and bring him home…

Genre: Historical Fiction

“They fight a war and they don't know what for. Isn't that crazy? How can one 
man kill another and not really know the reason why he does it, except that the 
other man wears a different color uniform and speaks a different language?”

Film (2011). Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tQMAtjB7frM

Themes: War, Abandonment, Friendship, Duty, Language/Communication, Family and Courage.

Y8

Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=war%20horse%20
morpurgo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tQMAtjB7frM
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=war horse morpurgo


Boy by 
Roald Dahl (1984)

As a boy, all sorts of unusual things happened to Roald 
Dahl. There was the time he and four school friends got 
their revenge on beastly Mrs Prachett in her sweet shop.

There are stories of holidays in fishing boats, African 
adventures and the days of tasting chocolate for 
Cadbury's.

You'll hear tales of horrible school bullies and the motor-
car accident when Roald's nose was nearly sliced clean 
off . . .

Roald Dahl vividly shares his memories; some are funny. 
Some are painful. Some are unpleasant. All are true.

Genre: Autobiography
Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=Boy%20by%20%0
BRoald%20Dahl

“We all have our moments of brilliance and glory, and this 
was mine.”

Themes: Change, Choices, Consequences, Perseverance, Inspiration and Development. 

Awards: Boston Globe Non-Fiction Honour Citation (1985)

Y8

https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=Boy by �Roald Dahl


The Boggart by 
Susan Cooper (1993)

The Boggart, in his draughty castle home, was one of the Old 
Things of the world, but his world was about to change.

The last of the MacDevons was dying, and the Scottish island 
from which Castle Keep rose was to be inherited by his distant 
family, who lived in the Canadian city of Toronto. The Boggart, of 
course, plays practical jokes, spills the milk, and generally 
confuses and baffles the newcomers, not maliciously, but rather 
because that's what the Boggart does when he lives with a 
family - a sort of invisible jester.

However when he goes to sleep in a desk he makes a rather 
serious mistake, and wakes up in Canada - an opportunity to 
cause chaos in many more lives! But the Boggart is an Old 
Thing, and this new country can't take the place of his ancient 
Scottish home.

Genre: Fantasy
Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=boggart%20susa
n%20cooper

“But once in a great while he remembered that he had felt pain, a 
terrible ache in his heart, and he swore he would never let himself feel 

love for a human again.”

Themes: Belonging, Coming of Age, Magic, Family and Friendship.

Awards: Dorothy Canfield Fisher Children's Book Award (1995)

Y8

https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=boggart susan cooper


Going Solo by 
Roald Dahl (1986)

In 1938 Roald Dahl was fresh out of school 
and bound for his first job in Africa, hoping to 
find adventure far from home. However, he got 
far more excitement than he bargained for 
when the outbreak of the Second World War 
led him to join the RAF. His account of his 
experiences in Africa, crashing a plane in the 
Western Desert, rescue and recovery from his 
horrific injuries in Alexandria, flying a 
Hurricane as Greece fell to the Germans, and 
many other daring deeds, recreates a world as 
bizarre and unnerving as any he wrote about 
in his fiction.

Genre: Autobiography
Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=going%20solo%0
BRoald%20Dahl

'They did not think for one moment that they would find anything but a burnt-
out fuselage and a charred skeleton, and they were astounded when they 

came upon my still-breathing body lying in the sand nearby.

Themes: Struggle, Perseverance, Adulthood, Otherness, Travel and War. Y8

https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=going solo�Roald Dahl


Year 8 Texts (E1)

Author Title
Reading 

Level

Siobhan Dowd The London Eye Mystery 4.1

Michael Morpurgo The Wreck of Zanzibar 4.1

Anne Fine A Sudden Puff of Glittering Smoke 4.2

Anne Fine Step by Wicked Step 4.2

Ruta Sepetys Salt to the Sea 4.5

Gillian Cross The Great Elephant Chase 4.7

Jenny Nimmo Griffin’s Castle 4.7

Deborah Ellis The Prison Runner 4.8

Robert Westall The Machine Gunners 4.8

Anthony Horowitz Stormbreaker 5.1

Morton Rhue The Wave 5.1

Sarah Crossan One 5.2

Michael Morpurgo Private Peaceful 5.2

Marcus Sedgwick Revolver 5.2

Paul Zindel Loch 5.4

Lois Lowry The Giver 5.7

Michael Morpurgo War Horse 5.9

Roald Dahl Boy 6.0

Susan Cooper The Boggart 6.1

Roald Dahl Going Solo 6.1



Year 8 Plays
Y8



Noughts and Crosses by 
Malorie Blackman (2008)

Two young people are forced to make a stand in this thought-
provoking look at racism and prejudice in an alternate society.

Sephy is a Cross -- a member of the dark-skinned ruling class. Callum 
is a Nought -- a "colourless" member of the underclass who were 
once slaves to the Crosses. The two have been friends since early 
childhood, but that's as far as it can go. In their world, Noughts and 
Crosses simply don't mix. Against a background of prejudice and 
distrust, intensely highlighted by violent terrorist activity, a romance 
builds between Sephy and Callum -- a romance that is to lead both of 
them into terrible danger. Can they possibly find a way to 

be together?

Genre: 
Adventure/Romance 

Clips: https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=noughts+crosses+play

SEPHY Callum don't look at me like that. I said I'm sorry.

CALLUM I know.

SEPHY It's just a word.

CALLUM Just a word! If you slapped me or kicked me or punched me or even stabbed me it would've stopped hurting sooner or later. But 
I'll never forget what you called me, Sephy. Never

Themes: Racism, Discrimination,  Friendship, Love, Courage, Betrayal, Violence and War.

Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=noughts%20cros
ses%20play

RSC Teaching Resources: 
https://www.rsc.org.uk/noughts-and-crosses

Y8

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=noughts+crosses+play
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=noughts crosses play
https://www.rsc.org.uk/noughts-and-crosses


DNA by Dennis Kelly (2008)

A group of teenagers do something bad, really 
bad, then panic and cover the whole thing up. 
But when they find that the cover-up unites 
them and brings harmony to their otherwise 
fractious lives, where's the incentive to put 
things right? DNA is a poignant and, 
sometimes, hilarious tale with a very dark 
heart. 

Genre: Drama

Clips: https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=dna+dennis+kelly

Jan: "Are we going to be in trouble"

Phil: "If you go now and say nothing to no one about 
this, you won't be in trouble."

Themes: Gangs, Bullying, Cruelty, Responsibility, Morality/Amorality and Gender.

Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=dna%20play

More Teaching Resources: 
https://www.teachitenglish.co.uk/ks4-drama/dna-by-dennis-
kelly/tags/2950

Y8

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=dna+dennis+kelly
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=dna play
https://www.teachitenglish.co.uk/ks4-drama/dna-by-dennis-kelly/tags/2950


The Demon Headmaster by 
Gillian Cross (1990)

When Dinah is fostered by the Hunters she thinks her biggest problem will 
be fitting in with her foster-brothers, Lloyd and Harvey. However, once she 
starts at her new school it's clear that there's more to worry about. All the 
children, apart from a handful including Lloyd and Harvey, are too well-
behaved - robotic almost - and oddly keen to please the creepy headmaster. 
The three children set out to discover the nature of his influence over 
everyone ...but then Dinah finds herself saying and doing things she has no 
power over. Soon they uncover the headmaster's wicked plan. Controlling 
the school is just a practice run. He has set his sights on dominating the 
entire nation! The children must foil him before he succeeds ...but with 
Dinah under his spell they've got a challenge on their hands. 

Genre: Drama/Sci-Fi

Clips: https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=demon+headmaster+play

The Headmaster: ‘Those who can keep order can 
rule the world’

Prefects: ‘Yes Sir!’

Themes: Family, School Life, Gender, Bullying and Power/Control.

Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=de
mon%20headmaster%20play

Y8

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=demon+headmaster+play
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=demon headmaster play


Teechers by 
John Godber (1985)

Three school leavers, Salty, Hobby and Gail Saunders perform to an 
audience an account of their time in secondary school (given the 
name 'Whitewall' for their performance), specifically their time with Mr 
Jeff Nixon, the new drama teacher who ignites their passion for the 
stage with his idealism and belief that all children should be treated 
equally. The children mention that the names of the characters have 
been changed: Mr Nixon's real name is Mr Harrison, mentioned at the 
beginning. At the end of the play he leaves Whitewall High School to 
teach at St George's, another school with much better teachers.

Genre: Comedy

Clips: https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=teechers

Salty: A lot of the stuff in the play was told to us by Mr Harrison...

Gail: And even though you might not believe it, everything what happens in 
the play is based on truth.

Hobby: But the names and faces have been changed.  

Themes: Youth, Education, Private vs Public Schools, Apathy and Disillusionment. 

Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=teechers

More Teaching Resources: 
http://www.blackeyedtheatre.co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2017/12/Teechers-Eduction-Pack-2018-
Blackeyed-Theatre.pdf
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Bouncers by 
John Godber (1977)

THE BOYS ARE BACK.....

A vision of the 80’s urban nightlife

It’s Friday night, it’s disco night - time for Bouncers to come alive! 

Judd, Ralph, Les and Lucky Eric invite you for a night on the town in this 
hilarious and outrageous look back at the 80’s nightclub scene.

In the tatty, glitzy glamour and flashing lights we meet the smooth talking DJ, 
the lager swilling lads, the lip-sticked, laquered girls and many more gyrating to 
the pulsating beat of the dance floor.

And so begins the journey into Friday night under the ever 

watchful, ever ready, ever observant.........BOUNCERS

Genre: Comedy

Clips: https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Bouncers+by+%0BJohn+Godber

Eric: Alright, luv.

Les: Tara, luvs.

All: Tara.

Les (to audience): Tara everyone.

Themes: Drinking, Gang Mentality, Class, Relationships, Violence and Power.

Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=bouncers

More Teaching Resources: 
http://thejohngodbercompany.co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2017/03/educational-notes-on-bouncers.pdf
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Gizmo by 
Alan Ayckbourn (1999)

Ben suffers from post-traumatic paralysis, 
brought on by a shooting he witnessed. 
Doctors have developed an advanced new 
device, GIZMO; a microchip implanted in 
Ben's brain helps him walk by mimicking the 
movements of the GIZMO wearer. Then Ben 
falls into the hands of Lando, a hit man, who 
thinks he knows Ben from 

somewhere

Genre: Science-
Fiction

Clips: https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Gizmo+Ayckbourn

Ben: This bloke with the gun, he sort of looks down at them. And he smiles. 
It was the most frightening smile I’ve ever seen in my life. And then he turns 
and he looks straight at me. And he’s still smiling. And he says, ‘Okay 
barman,’ he says, ‘drinks on the house, eh?’ And he starts walking towards 
me and I know then he’s going to kill me, too. I know he is. Because I’d 
seen it all happen, you see. And I’m frozen, just frozen. Like the rabbit.

Themes: Technology, Violence, Relationships, Youth Culture and Justice. 

Teaching Resources: 
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/301838-gizmo-teacher-
guide.pdf
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Confusions by 
Alan Ayckbourn (1974)

Alan Ackybourn’s Confusions is series of five, short, interlinked one-
act plays: Mother Figure, Drinking Companion, Between Mouthfuls, 
Gosforth’s Fete, and A Talk in the Park. Some of the characters 
appear in more than one play; others are only seen in one. Each play 
is vastly different - one is comedic (Gosforth’s Fete), another 
naturalistic (Drinking Companion), and yet another is stylized (Mother 
Figure). Each, however, deals with the common themes of loneliness 
and relationships. The characters and their conflicts are immediately 
recognizable and applicable to everyday lives, and each play leaves 
the reader, or viewer, questioning their own lives and 

relationships.

Genre: Drama

Clips: https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Confusions+Ayckbourn

Terry: No, I didn’t want to give you the wrong impression there. But seriously, I was saying to Rosie here, you can’t put a man in a cage. You try to do that, you’ve lost 
him. See my point?

Lucy: That can apply to women, too, surely?

Rosemary: Yes, quite right.

Terry: What do you mean, quite right?

Rosemary: Well…

Themes: Obsession, Isolation, Companionship, Cruelty and Self-Interest.

Teaching Resources:
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