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Cool! 
by Michael Morpurgo (2002)

Football-mad Robbie is lying in a coma 
after being hit by a car. Now he’s locked in 
his body, unable to move or speak. As 
Robbie lies on the hospital bed, thoughts 
drift through his mind: thoughts of his life 
outside, his family and friends. But nobody 
seems able to reach in and get Robbie to 
wake up. Even a visit from Zola, his 
favourite footballer, doesn’t help. Then one 
day, against hospital rules, Dad brings 
Robbie’s dog Lucky to his bed. Can Lucky 
do the impossible, and awaken him? 

Genre: Fiction
Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=cool!%2
0morpurgo

“Sometimes I tell myself that maybe I’m in the middle of a bad 
dream… I’m locked inside my head and I can’t get out.”

Themes: Friendship, Family, Hope, Frustration, Football and Animals. Y7

https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=cool! morpurgo


Awards: Carnegie Medal (1998)

Skellig by 
David Almond (1998)

When a move to a new house coincides with his baby 
sister's illness, Michael's world seems suddenly lonely and 
uncertain.

Then, one Sunday afternoon, he stumbles into the old, 
ramshackle garage of his new home, and finds something 
magical. A strange creature - part owl, part angel, a being 
who needs Michael's help if he is to survive. With his new 
friend Mina, Michael nourishes Skellig back to health, while 
his baby sister languishes in the hospital.

But Skellig is far more than he at first appears, and as he 
helps Michael breathe life into his tiny sister, Michael's world 
changes for ever . . .

Genre: Magical Realism 

“Sometimes we just have to accept there are things we can’t know. Why is your sister 
ill? Why did my father die?…Sometimes we think we should be able to know 

everything. But we can’t. We have to allow ourselves to see what there is to see, and 
we have to imagine.” 

Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=skellig

TV Film (2009). Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mj9lnOD5hNU

Themes: Life/Death, Nature, School, Nurture/Care and Spiritualism.
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https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=skellig
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mj9lnOD5hNU


Awards: Carnegie Medal (2004)

Millions by 
Frank Cottrell Boyce (2004)

Two brothers, Damian and Anthony, are unwittingly 
caught up in a train robbery during Britain's countdown 
to joining the Euro. Suddenly finding themselves with a 
vast amount of cash, the boys have just one glorious, 
appalling dilemma - how to spend it in the few days 
before it becomes worthless. Torn between the vices of 
buying a million pizzas and the virtues of ending world 
poverty, the boys soon discover that being rich is a 
mug's game. For not only is the clock ticking - the 
bungling bank robbers are closing in too.

Pizzas or World Peace - what would you choose?

Genre: Fiction

“Personally, I think, so what? Money’s just a thing 
and things change. That’s what I’ve found.”

Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=millions
%20boyce

Film (2004). Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=69hn_PFFYDI&t=19s

Themes: Loss, Family, Growing Up, Responsibility, Social Conscience and Money.
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https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=millions boyce
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=69hn_PFFYDI&t=19s


Holes by 
Louis Sachar (1998)

Stanley Yelnats' family has a history of bad 
luck, so when a miscarriage of justice 
sends him to Camp Green Lake Juvenile 
Detention Centre (which isn't green and 
doesn't have a lake) he is not surprised. 
Every day he and the other inmates are told 
to dig a hole, five foot wide by five foot 
deep, reporting anything they find. The evil 
warden claims that it is character building, 
but this is a lie and Stanley must dig up the 
truth.

Genre: Adventure Fiction

"It was all because of his no-good-dirty-rotten-pig 
stealing-great-great-grandfather!"

Film (2003). Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NEvLRtDKT0c

Themes: Racism, Friendship, Fate, Choices, History, Family, Cruelty and Justice.
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Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=holes%2
0sachar

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NEvLRtDKT0c
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=holes sachar


Billy the Kid by 
Michael Morpurgo (2000)

Billy's no kid - he's eighty today. He's 
enjoying watching the boys in the park knock 
a football around and this afternoon he'll be 
cheering on his team, Chelsea, as he has 
done all his life. In 1939 Billy was picked for 
Chelsea. Not quite nineteen, and his dreams 
had come true: 'Billy! Billy the Kid!' they 
shouted as he scored goal after goal. Surely 
life could get no better. But in 1939 too, the 
Second World War began and Billy's life was 
never to be the same again. 

Genre: Fiction

“I was faster than all the kids twice my age and somehow I could 
always make a football do whatever I wanted it to. It just came easy 

to me, I don’t know why, but it did.”

Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=billy%20t
he%20kid%20morpurgo

Theatre (2011). Trailer:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wWp-kcSdKxg Website: https://www.digitaltheatre.com/consumer/production/billy-the-kid (£7.99)

Themes: War, Loss, Despair, Family, Growing Up, Memories and Football.
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https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=billy the kid morpurgo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wWp-kcSdKxg
https://www.digitaltheatre.com/consumer/production/billy-the-kid


Wonder by 
R. J. Palacio (2012)

Auggie wants to be an ordinary ten-year-old. He 
does ordinary things - eating ice cream, playing on 
his Xbox. He feels ordinary - inside. But ordinary 
kids don't make other ordinary kids run away 
screaming in playgrounds. Ordinary kids aren't 
stared at wherever they go.

Born with a terrible facial abnormality, Auggie has 
been home-schooled by his parents his whole life. 
Now, for the first time, he's being sent to a real 
school - and he's dreading it. All he wants is to be 
accepted - but can he convince his new classmates 
that he's just like them, underneath it all?

Genre: Fiction

“Courage. Kindness. Friendship. Character. These are the qualities 
that define us as human beings, and propel us, on occasion, to 

greatness.”

Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=wonder
%20palacio

Film (2017). Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZDPEKXx_lAI

Themes: Family, Appearances, Growing Up, Courage, Isolation, Friendship and Identity.
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https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=wonder palacio
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZDPEKXx_lAI


Coraline by 
Neil Gaiman (2002)

There is something strange about Coraline's new 
home. It's not the mist, or the cat that always 
seems to be watching her, nor the signs of 
danger that Miss Spink and Miss Forcible, her 
new neighbours, read in the tea leaves. It's the 
other house - the one behind the old door in the 
drawing room. Another mother and father with 
black-button eyes and papery skin are waiting for 
Coraline to join them there. And they want her to 
stay with them. For ever. She knows that if she 
ventures through that door, she may never come 
back…

Genre: Dark Fantasy

“Fairy tales are more than true: not because they tell us that dragons 
exist, but because they tell us that dragons can be beaten.” 

Film (2009). Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LO3n67BQvh0

Themes: Bravery, Fear, Family, Home, Identity, Versions of Reality and Choices.
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Work on TES: 
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=coraline
%20gaiman

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LO3n67BQvh0
https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=coraline gaiman
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Author Title
Reading 

Level

Michael Morpurgo Cool! 3.4

David Almond Skellig 3.5

Frank Cottrell Boyce Millions 4.0

Sharon Creech Ruby Holler 4.3

Anne Fine The Tulip Touch 4.4

Gene Kemp The Turbulent Term of Tyke Tiler 4.4

Louis Sachar Holes 4.6

Michael Morpurgo Billy the Kid 4.7

Nigel Hinton Buddy 4.8

R. J. Palacio Wonder 4.8

Neil Gaiman Coraline 5.1

Michael Morpurgo Why the Whales Came 5.2

Ian Serraillier The Silver Sword 5.5

Paul Zindel The Pigman 5.5

Lemony Snicket
A Series of Unfortunate Events: The Bad 

Beginning
6.4


