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Principal’s Message
This term’s edition is packed with stories of trips, competitions and
events from every aspect of the College.
Read about how valuable trips are in extending the quality of
learning in the classroom with the History visit to Pendennis Castle;
the students’ comments say it all.
It is often these extra experiences that stretch and challenge our
students to develop skills and excel in areas they never dreamed
of. These may be our budding cyber-security, innovative designers,
engineering or media stars of the future.
Take a look at the photos from the Year 11 celebration day too.
Although, the vast majority will be returning to us in the Sixth Form
in September, it always emotional as their last day together as the
year group they have known for five years. For those going on to
study elsewhere, we wish them all well and remind them that they
will always be part of the Bodmin College family.
Sadly, this term, we also said our forever farewells to our dear
colleague, Sally Phipps, (see below).
As we head toward the end of term, may I take this time to
thank you all for your continued support and kind words over this
academic year. I wish you all a fulfilled summer and look forward to
welcoming you back in September.
Mrs E Seward-Adams, Principal

Sally Phipps
Many of you will be aware of the sad news of the passing of our
colleague, Sally Phipps in May.
Sally joined Bodmin College as a Teacher of Home Economics
and Needlecraft in September 1982. During the years she
proved herself ably and was promoted to Head of Year, Head of
Sixth Form, Director and then Assistant Headteacher.
Sally built a wonderful reputation as a caring and
compassionate person who dedicated herself to the wellbeing
of Bodmin College students. She was someone that so many
people turned to and as such she turned lives around and
inspired people from all walks of life.
She was greatly loved by many and had such a warm, positive,
welcoming nature that made her such a wonderful teacher.
When we announced Sally’s passing, colleagues and her family
were overwhelmed by the messages of condolence and fond
memories of Sally both from students and also their parents,
who themselves, were taught by Sally in her earlier career.

Sports Academy News
The Body Power expo in Birmingham was a fantastic experience for our aspiring
fitness instructors and sports academy students.
Taking a first-hand look into today’s fitness industry, students had the
opportunity to meet many famous athletes from within the industry; Game of
Thrones Thor Bjornsson (The Mountain) and current world strongest man, UFC
champion Jon Jones, Calum Best, Mike Rashid, GB athletes, current fitness
inspired YouTube stars and Phil Heath, seven time Mr Olympia.
The students also took part in multiple fitness challenges and won lots of free
goodies. Throughout the day there were several talks from team GB Olympians
talking about training techniques, their daily routines, nutrition and what it
takes to inspire and motivate others.
Overall the Body Power expo was a fantastic experience that motivated and
inspired our Sports Academy students, who all gave fantastic feedback of the
event and experiences; they hadn’t known what to expect.
‘I had a really good time meeting all the athletes and taking part in
competitions, I feel so motivated to better myself after speaking to so many
different people, I would highly recommend going on the trip whether you’re
just starting out at the gym or a seasoned gym-goer.’ (Poppy).

Congratulations also to the sports academy students for completing the 10 mile
West London Tough Mudder in two teams.
Students were challenged with 25 extreme obstacles from climbing through
mud and hay bales whilst receiving electric shocks.
Other obstacles including plunging 15ft into ‘artic ice’. After being completely
submerged by ice and water the obstacle would take the breath from anyone
that entered including a touch of brain freeze.
Both teams did exceptionally well showing what it means to be part of a team,
not just as a Sports Academy but helping other Tough Mudder competitors
complete the extreme obstacles.

Year 12 Next Steps - Cyber Security Day at Plymouth University
Bodmin College Year 12 STEM students beat
sixth formers from colleges across the Duchy
during the Next Steps Plymouth University
Cyber Security Challenge Day competition.
The event simulated a cyber-security attack on
a large corporation on a real-time basis. The
aim was to give students an understanding of
all the decisions that would need to be made in
order to minimise the impact on the business
and stakeholders.
Students worked throughout the day in teams
of four, assisted by a Student Ambassador from
Plymouth University, as they learned some
valuable, real world skills. They were briefed
on the current situation within the simulation;
and based on this information, they had to
make decisions regarding the best course of
action for the company. Once the students had
decided on a course of action they were given
feedback on the impact their decisions would
have had.
After competing in six scenarios, gaining points
depending on their decisions, the Bodmin
College team was tied for first place and had to
enter a tense, one question, tie-break decider.
After a stressful few seconds our team had the
answer and completed the day as the winners.
This was an incredible achievement as our
teams were up against a large number of sixth
forms and FE Colleges from across Cornwall.

Congratulations to Ollie Byram, Ollie Hanson, Leah
Mackellar and Max Rickard (ABOVE)

Poldark Final Series ‘Sneak Peak’
Years 11 to 13 Media, Drama and
William Clift Academy students got
front row seats at a ‘Poldark Sneak
Peak’ screening of the first episode
of the final series of the hit BBC TV
Drama, ahead of it’s official release
this summer.
The screening, hosted by the BBC at
Falmouth University, was broadcast
live on BBC Radio Cornwall and was
followed by a Q & A session with the
production team behind the hit show
that gave students an amazing insight
into the TV industry and possible
careers.
After the screening, students even got
to meet the newest cast member Sofia
Oxenham.

Year 8 Wins Prestigious Engineering Trophy
Talented Year 8 student Ella Cornish (RIGHT) impressed
judges and fought off tough competition from students
across the South West, at the South West Leaders
Awards, to pick up a prize for her entry in the “If I
were an Engineer, what would I do?” competition. Ella
not only won the Year 8 prize but also won the overall
trophy.
Ella designed a drone that would work both in the air
and underwater as part of a school project researching
how drones could be used for good. The inspiration
behind the drone was the plight of the Thai football
team trapped in a cave by floodwater. Moved by their
story Ella wanted to design a piece of technology that
could help save lives in a similar situation.
The drone Ella designed has adjustable motors attached
to the rotor blades so when the blades are upright it
would fly through the air and upon landing on water
the blades would turn 90 degrees so that the drone
could then dive underwater and be propelled onwards.
The centre of the drone would have a water proof
compartment that could store essential medication and
supplies.
As a result of her achievement Ella was invited to the
University of the West of England for the presentation of
her trophy and a private viewing of all of the finalists.

The Gorsedh Kernow Young People’s Awards
Year 13 Student Ellie Fullwood has been
successful in her nomination for a Gorsedh
Kernow Young People’s Award.
Ellie wrote a duologue entitled ‘Fishing’,
performed alongside Matt McGuinness,
which was showcased at the Cornwall
Secondary Schools Drama Festival in
January. The piece was inspired by
Cornwall’s seascape and by the writing of
Anna Maria Murphy, a Cornish poet and
playwright. Ellie has been invited to perform
her play at the Award ceremony at St Just,
Penwith, on 5th September, 2019.
The school is very proud of Ellie’s
achievement and of her representation for
Bodmin College in Drama Kernewek.

PHOTO by Sean Hurlock

“The Gorsedh Kernow Young People’s
Awards seek to encourage learning,
understanding and promotion of Cornish
culture and give expression to the
‘National Celtic Spirit of Cornwall.’ The
Award was given to submissions which
realise these aims and demonstrate
exceptional quality of work.”

Greenfield Centre Jubilee Challenge
The Jubilee Challenge is a trekking
expedition on Dartmoor and is incorporated
within the Ten Tors Event. It is designed
specifically for students with special
needs, both physical and educational, and
involves camping overnight before walking
designated routes of varying distances over
the moor the following day.
Over the weekend of 10/11 May 2019,
seven students from the Greenfield Centre
took part in the Jubilee Challenge.
We had three teams covering 8, 9 and 15
miles respectively. The students showed
great determination and resilience and all
three teams came in second. Everyone was
amazing on the day but we were especially
proud of the boys on JC04, who not only
completed their Gold expedition, but also
smashed the Greenfield record by finishing
15 miles in just over 5½ hours.
Well done to everyone involved.

Next Steps South West – City College Plymouth
The week after half term Mrs Hewitt (Head
of Business Studies) took four Year 12
students to City College Plymouth as part
of the Next Steps programme. The students
got a tour of the facility, met current
degree students and the degree course
leader, to whom they had many questions
about courses available and links with
organisations.
Students also got to use some business
simulation software called SimVenture
where the aim of the game is to run your
own business, make sales by changing
different parts of the business and ensure a
profit is achieved.
It was a great morning and we topped it off
with a pit stop at Route 38 where we looked
at customer service and of course sampled
the food whilst doing so.
Mrs Hewitt is now organising an overnight
trip to Thorpe Park, open to current Year 9,
11 and 12 students, focusing on Marketing
and Customer service.
For more information contact Mrs Hewitt at
KDH@bodmincollege.co.uk

Royal Cornwall Show
A brilliant, yet slightly soggy,
three days at this years’ Royal
Cornwall Show.
Bodmin College Sixth Form staff
were out in force around the
showground getting the general
public to complete some tough
challenges despite the weather.
Numerous young people took
part, and as a result were then
entered into a prize draw to
win family passes to different
attractions in and around
Cornwall.
There was ongoing
entertainment within our
marquee with musicians and
dancers performing on the
stage, and people gaining a
little bit of sparkle from our
‘glow getter’ team.

The giant deck chair was very
popular again this year with a
number of ‘selfies’ being taken
and posted on social media. Lots
of eyes spotted our scarecrow
#tropicalminions on their way
around the showground as well
as taking part on our mini rugby
challenge, limbo and noughts
and crosses.
Overall a fabulous few days was
spent at Royal Cornwall Show
it was great to exhibit what
Bodmin College Sixth Form can
offer students. We hope to see
you all again next year, 4-6
June 2020.
Miss Barrow

Erasmus+
On Saturday 11th May 2019
at 00:30am, 10 students
and 3 teachers met in the
school car park ready to leave
for Germany. We travelled
throughout the night to
Heathrow airport where we
caught a plane to Hamburg at
10:15am. After a safe arrival
we were all ready to head to the
train station when, Alex realised
he had left his phone on the
plane. We were not impressed.
Luckily for him, Miss Grayston is
an expert at speaking German
and so an hour later we got it
back and finally caught a train.
We were all so nervous and
excited to meet our host
families that nobody noticed
the little German girl putting
Pringles in Alex’s hood. He was
having a great day.
Finally, we stepped off the
train to meet our host families.
Everyone was very welcoming
and we were soon on our way
home to play games, eat food
and finally get some sleep.
Sunday was Mother’s Day in
Germany; some of us made
cakes and gifts for the host
mums, others went to the beach
and enjoyed a lovely meal out
in a local Italian restaurant. In

the evening some of us went to
a party while the others went to
sleep ready for an early start at
school.
On Monday we all met in the
gym to play games to help us
get to know each other. It was
hilarious! One game involved
organising ourselves in height
order while being blindfolded.
This pretty much ended up with
a pile of students on the floor.
Then we all received Erasmus+
T-shirts and went to get started
on our businesses. We spent the
afternoon with our host families
learning German games or
sightseeing.

On Tuesday we spent the
morning finishing off our
products and marketing before
heading out for a boat trip and
shopping in the afternoon. We
also happened to get shouted at
by the tour guide for being too
loud, however, he was speaking
German so not many of us
understood what he meant.
Wednesday morning was a
practice business fair where we
opened for the students of the
school. Then, in the afternoon
we all went back to our host
families to do more sightseeing

and get an early night in
preparation for Thursday.
We spent a couple of hours
on Thursday morning setting
up the stalls again and then
the business fair started. It
was very busy and very hectic
but also really fun. We got to
meet new students, watch our
businesses thrive and enjoy a
day of fun with our new friends.
We all slept well that night.
Friday was our last full day in
Germany. We spent the morning
with all our friends tidying up

from the successful fair and
practicing the Erasmus Anthem.
Then we went home to enjoy
the rest of the day with our host
families before heading back to
school for a performance and
final party. It was an amazing
evening spent with amazing
people and - although at times
we were very upset about
leaving - we tried to make the
most of the evening. We all
sang songs around the piano,
crying and having an amazing
time with each other.
It was pretty perfect.

Library Success
On Tuesday 23 April, we had
the grand opening of our new
library. Bodmin College was
lucky enough to secure a
£10,000 grant from The Foyle
Foundation which has allowed
us to transform our library
with a wide range of new
books.
It took six months in total
to plan and create the best
library in the local area.
We would like to thank Mrs
Guest, Mrs Nichols, Miss
Stevenson, Miss Macdonald,
Mr Fuller and Mr Hughes
for all their hard work and
dedication to the project.
Over the last few weeks Year
11 have been making the
most of the additional space
to revise and develop their
knowledge ready for their
GCSEs. One student told us:
“It’s a much better place to
read, relax and study, I love
it!”
What made the opening
even more special was Radio
Cornwall presented live from
the library that morning.
The Cornish Guardian also
attended and we made front
page news. Moreover, we had
a super guest to come and
open it; Amy Lilwall, Senior
Lecturer of creative writing at
Falmouth University. She was
a particularly inspiring guest
as Amy is also a published
author. Amy kindly spent
the day with us after cutting
the ribbon, providing several
creative writing workshops to
KS3, KS4 and KS5 students.
Mrs Guest has told us,
“Bodmin College wanted to
make an even more inspiring
place to read and study. A
place where students can
open their minds and where
there are no limits.” We agree
this is definitely a better place
for students to feel more
comfortable while studying
and enjoying reading.
Madison and Amy (Yr10)

Eco-School Initiative
Over the past few months,
Work Skills students have been
learning about Cornwall’s waste
and recycling responsibilities
and have been involved in
educational site visits to the
Suez plants in Bodmin and St
Dennis. From this, the students
were inspired to consider the
College’s environment and
wanted to put steps in place to
make improvements. With the
support of Natalie Chard, Suez’s
Community Liaison Manager, we
are delighted to announce that
we have signed up to the EcoSchools programme.

Bodmin College
represented at the
London Marathon
Congratulations to our members
of staff who ran the London
Marathon on 28 April raising
money for charity.
Staff who ran last year include
Ms Prior and Mrs Greenwood.
This year’s finishers were
(RIGHT) Miss Jenkin, Miss
Pavey, Mrs Montgomery and Mrs
Fleming (not pictured).
A superb achievement and
inspiration to others.

Created and operated by the
Foundation for Environment
in 1994, it is the biggest
educational programme in
the world reaching across 67
countries. Currently, over 19.5
million students from around
the world are engaged and
encouraged to protect their
school and the wider community
as well as raising awareness
of environmental issues by
planning and running ecoprojects.
One of the issues to be
addressed is the use of single

use plastic and with reusable
bamboo cups donated to every
Year 12 students by Suez
manager, Ian Broad, we are well
on our way. During the summer
term, an Eco-Committee is
being formed where students
from across the year groups
will be able to share ideas and
initiatives in order to gain our
Bronze Eco-Schools status by
the end of the year.
Ali and Sam, Eco-Guardians

Year 9 Pupils Make the News for BBC School Report 2019
Over 50 Year 9 Media students became TV
journalists this term when they took part in
the national BBC School Report Project.
Students who took part in the project went
out covering stories all across the Duchy
to practice their story research, interview
skills, filming, directing, anchor and editing
skills.
Some of the stories pupils chose to cover
included; an exclusive interview with Melissa
Thorpe at Newquay airport on Virgin’s first
Spaceport; a feature on how Bodmin Jail
regeneration will make this an attraction to
rival London Dungeon; Bee Climate Aware an interview lead story with leading Cornish
bee expert Mary Chase; a feature on The
Hideout fund opening as a safe space for
special educational needs students and an
interview with Chase contestant Mr Mann on
the negative social media experience he had
following the show.
Speaking after the project Year 9 Director
and Web Editor Jasmine James said; “It was
a really interesting experience, to be able to
create something, meet different people and
learn new skills about journalism.”
Head of Media Ms Stott said; “Miss
MacDonald and I were extremely impressed
with all of the pupils who took part in the
project, they worked really hard to produce
some really professional stories and hit their
deadlines. Well done Year 9.”
Jasmine (Year 9)

Carissa Young at Michelin Star
restaurant
Former student Carissa Young achieved a
distinction at Jamie Oliver’s Fifteen, and
then won Apprentice of the Year [RIGHT].
Carissa’s interest in being a chef spilled over
into her work for the subjects she studied at
Bodmin College; for example, for a Graphics
brief entitled ‘Curiosity’, she made a book
about the signature dishes of Michelin Star
chefs, which explored them from the point
of view of being pieces of art.
Having left College two years ago, Carissa
has now progressed to be a trainee chef
with Angela Hartnett at her Michelin Star
restaurant in London.

DofE News
With expedition season in full
swing, students on all levels
of the Award have been busy.
For many of them the assessed
expedition is the last section to
complete before achieving their
Award.
BRONZE
We have 41 students from Year
9 taking part in the Bronze
Duke of Edinburgh Award this
year. They all completed their

practice expedition in April and
have been busy planning for
the assessed expedition. The
weather held fair for the first
day but unfortunately the skies
blackened and the waterproofs
were needed on day two. All
teams completed their planned
walks and overnight camp and
are now getting their assessor
forms submitted for the
Volunteering, Physical and Skills
sections in order to complete
their Bronze Award.

SILVER
Our Year 10 Silver DofE
students have been very
unlucky with the weather on
their expeditions this year and
their assessed final expedition
in March was no exception. The
students all completed three
days walking and camping on
Bodmin Moor in torrential rain
and strong winds, all whilst still
smiling... what an achievement!
GOLD
Our Gold DofE students from
Year 12 completed all of
their training walks in March
culminating in a four day
expedition wild, camping on
Dartmoor. They successfully
undertook their final assessed
expedition in the Brecon
Beacons at the end of June.

LEFT: The Bronze Team
BELOW: The Gold Team
completing their final expedition
on the misty slopes of Pen y Fan

‘Annie’ at the Theatre Royal, Plymouth
On 8 May a number of dance
students across all year groups
went to see the spectacular
West End production of ‘Annie’
at the Theatre Royal, Plymouth.
The students loved the
production and were particularly
impressed by the high energy
tap dance routines, the
extremely well trained dog who
played ‘Sandy’ and the powerful
singing ensembles.
Our dancers had the biggest
surprise when they were able to
meet Craig Revel-Horwood (who
was playing the notorious Mrs
Hannigan) after the show.
Mrs Groom, Head of Dance
ABOVE: Production shot from Annie - Craig Revel-Horwood
as ‘Miss Hannigan’ [Image courtesy of Paul Coltas]
BELOW: Students meeting Craig Revel-Harwood at
Plymouth Theatre Royal

Visit to Pendennis Castle
Year 10 students visited Pendennis Castle in
June as part of their GCSE History course.
Pendennis Castle is a fascinating site and
was chosen because of its rich history;
from a defensive structure built to prevent
Spanish attacks, to a barracks and training
ground for soldiers in both World Wars.
Students have been studying the history
of the castle and key events relating to
it, before visiting and spending the day
there. They took photographs and produced
sketches of the castle while answering
questions. Milly described the day as “very
interesting” and was amazed by the view

from the top of the keep. Daniel referred
to the day an “historical adventure” and
explained that being able to explore the
castle in person helped him gain a much
better understanding than simply studying it
in the classroom.
Students will complete an exam on the
site as part of their History Around Us
module and the visit was able to bring the
classroom learning to life. All the students
were brilliant ambassadors of the College
and the trip has set them in good stead for
their exams in Year 11.
Mr Diskin, History

Cornwall
School
Games

On 28 June Bodmin College
hosted the Cornwall School
Games, increasing our regular
numbers by over 3000 students.
More details to follow in the
autumn edition.

ABOVE: The
opening
ceremony

Year 11 Leavers Day

More photos
on the website

Animal Care Bag Pack at Asda
In May, our Animal Care
students and Pet Club members
gave up half of their Saturday
to support a bag pack at Asda
in Bodmin to help raise money
to buy a new chicken house
and guinea-pig hutch, as ours
are now getting old and need
replacing.
The team had a great day and
raised £380.70.
Our thanks to Adsa Bodmin for
facilitating this event and to all
the customers who donated.
Mrs Madden, Animal Care
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