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CHICAGO SPECIAL

Principal’s Message
Chicago, Hong Kong, Geneva and even Gran Canaria! No, this is not ‘Hello’
magazine, it’s the Bodmin College Magazine Spring edition 2019.
There is a truly international feel and it’s wonderful to read about such a vast
array of fantastic experiences and opportunities that our students have been
involved in.
We all know that learning does not just take place in the classroom and that
the wider opportunities allow our students to become confident, open-minded,
resilient and inspired citizens achieving greater happiness and success both now
and in their futures.
In this edition you will read of many exciting examples from cyber-security
and STEM to environmental and community projects. This includes how our
students are helping to shape the future of Bodmin itself.
As a ‘Chicago Special’ it would be remiss of me not to reflect on what was
truly an incredible and awe-inspiring show. Nearly a year in the making, with
contributions from every corner of the College, this show gave students a lifeexperience they will never forget. For several months, they lived and breathed
rehearsals (as I am sure parents and carers did too), working with West End
stars to produce something quite astonishing; and, all while studying hard
and balancing rehearsals with revision for Mock Exams the week before the
performance. Now if that doesn’t show resilience, determination and aspiration
then I don’t know what does.
Enjoy reading, Mrs Seward-Adams

Makaton Qualifications
globally recognised form of
communication.
Parents of young children
may be familiar with Makaton
from the popular CBeebies
programmes ‘Mr Tumble’ and
‘Something Special’. Recently
Makaton has been making the
news headlines. For example,
‘Makaton shopping list rolled
out in 300 Asda stores’,
‘Newquay Airport becomes the
first Makaton friendly airport’,
and ‘Teenager petitions to get
Makaton into schools’.

Four members of the Greenfield
Centre ARB team have
successfully completed their
Foundation Level in Professional
Makaton.

Communication plays an
important role in everyday life;
and Makaton uses symbols
and signs with speech to
help people with this. It is a

Our motivation is wanting
every child to be able to
communicate, without the
frustration of feeling isolated
or restricted. We hope that by
using Makaton all our learners
will be able to communicate
with each other. We wish to
further our training by doing the
enhanced course and become a
local Makaton resource centre
for the community and feeder
primary schools.

Bodmin College Teams Leading the Way in Cyber Security
During the spring term over 40 Year 8 girls spent their break, lunch and tutor
times learning valuable decoding skills while taking part in the Cyber First
Security National Challenge competition.
GCHQ are trying to encourage young people, particularly girls, to consider a
career in this aspect of STEM and Computing as there is a huge shortage of
Cyber Security experts worldwide.
The actual competition took place across a week in January, where teams had
just five days to solve cyber-based puzzles online in teams of four.
Their enthusiasm was amazing to watch. The challenges were not for the faint
hearted as they required a lot different skills. The girls grew in confidence
throughout the week as they developed their knowledge and abilities. The effort
that they put in was phenomenal and they demonstrated the Growth Mindset
that the College is striving to harness in our students. They showed patience,
persistence, determination and self-discipline whilst coping with some major
obstacles. In addition, the camaraderie, communication skills and cooperation
that these students demonstrated were an absolute pleasure to observe.
The winning team consisted of Evie, Skye and Jessica; however, a huge
‘congratulations’ are due to all of the girls that took part in this amazing and
challenging competition.
As a result of this event these students were invited to apply for a residential
Cyber Security course run by GCHQ personnel in a number of venues nationally.
This is a fantastic opportunity, as cyber security is a hugely important in
this day and age, to individuals, businesses and governments. This field has
expanded hugely since the advent of the Internet and World Wide Web and
could be an amazing career pathway in the future.

Sixth Form Trip to Hong Kong
Year 12 and 13 students have
recently returned from a very
successful trip to Hong Kong.
Twelve sixth form students
visited Hong Kong over February
half term and described the
trip as amazing, and a really
enriching experience. Many of
the students had never visited
Asia before and found the trip to
be a real eye-opener.
With a limited time frame we
packed as much as possible
into the six days of the visit
to ensure students gained the
most from their experience.
Students visited the bustling
city centre and explored the
small networks of lanes,
containing cafes and hidden
temples, before sampling local

food. We also visited isolated
fishing villages that are built
on stilts overlooking the sea
and trekked up to visit the
big Buddha statue, despite a
tropical rainstorm.
While experiencing an Amber
rainstorm warning, the students
approached the situation with
good humour and didn’t let the
fact that they were all soaked
through affect their enthusiasm.
The itinerary highlighted the
contrasts within a small area.
We would take the tram and
metro during rush hour, unable
to move as attendants helped
push us onto the train and
then spend the next day on an
isolated beach with only water
buffalo for company.

The students were a real credit
to the College and really made
the most of the experience,
trying all the food available,
trying their best to learn
useful Cantonese phrases and
bargaining in the markets. They
were more than willing to wake
up at 6:30am to watch elderly
people practise Tai Chi in the
park and then hike over the
mountains for two hours.
Alice and Ollie claimed that
the highlight of the trip was
hiking to an isolated beach and
then taking a speedboat back
through the fog. Bart enjoyed
exploring the hills of Hong Kong
on the world’s longest escalator
system, as well as wandering
through local markets; saying
that he could happily live in
such an exciting city.
A highlight for Arlo was going
to the top of the IFC building,

where ‘Batman: The Dark
Knight’ was filmed, and getting
a view over the city.
Awards go out to Bart, for
ordering jellyfish served
with pig’s knuckle for dinner,
and chicken’s feet for lunch.
Brad for his enthusiasm in
learning Cantonese phrases to
communicate with the locals
and Polly for eating non-stop
the entire trip.
Olivia described the trip as
“amazing” and that taking the
Peak Tram up to the summit
and seeing the amazing views
of Hong Kong was a highlight.
Bodmin College is looking at
running a similar trip to New
York City next February half
term.
Mr Diskin, Humanities
Department

MOVE!
A group of Year 8 students have been
working with our Construction and Art
Departments to create sculptures for the
Cornwall School Games taking place at
Bodmin College in June. (PHOTO RIGHT)
Students were set the challenge to make a
set of life size sculptures inspired by a sport
and began by designing the structures they
would make at the Woods Browning site.
Set as an extra-curricular task, they have
been using drills, sawing wood, mixing
cement, casting hands in Mod-Roc,
overcoming design problems and learning
to work as a team. As an extra challenge
the groups have chosen to use recycled
materials to complete their sculptures; this
was inspired by the WEEE Man sculpture
at the Eden Project. It also to reflects the
environmental/health issues affecting
everyone by the overuse of plastics and
other waste products. The groups are
particularly directing their attention to
plastics that are washed up on our beautiful
coasts.
The students hope their finished sculptures
will MOVE people to keep themselves and
the environment healthy.

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Refuse
With environmental issues and plastic pollution
awareness gathering momentum, both nationally
and internationally, Work Skills students have been
investigating what happens to our waste in Cornwall.
A site visit to the recycling plant in Bodmin took place
in December where students learnt about household
recycling and were given a tour of the process led by
Emma Emmens and Natalie Chard of SUEZ.
In January we were invited to see what happens at
the Cornwall Energy Recovery Centre, St Dennis,
where non-recyclable waste is sent to the centre for
incineration, which in turn produces energy. It was good
to learn that our local land fill site in Liskeard closed in
December 2018 and all of the County’s waste is now
either recycled or recovered for energy.
With this in mind, the students are now looking to
improve the College’s commitment to recycling and
reducing waste and have exciting plans in the pipeline,
which involves working with the local community.
Watch this space!

CERN Visit

We were very excited to take 14 A-Level
students for an awe inspiring visit to CERN,
home of the Large Hadron Collider (LHC).
The LHC is 27km in circumference and is
partly in France and partly in Switzerland.
It is the largest particle accelerator in the
world which smashes together protons
travelling at 99.9999991% the speed
of light to help to answer some of the
most fundamental questions: how did the
Universe begin? what are the basic building
blocks of matter?
There were many fantastic interactive
exhibits, and on the tour we gained an

insight into how the ATLAS detector works
and how the particles are accelerated to
such incredible speeds, with an expert guide
to help explain it.
After visiting CERN we sampled some
traditional Swiss cuisine – fondue. On the
following day we walked around Geneva and
had a boat ride across Lake Geneva.
Harry said, “This was a really great trip. I
would definitely recommend it for students
wanting to study any Science at university.
It was also a really good opportunity to see
Geneva and experience Swiss culture.”

Lego Mindstorm Regional South West Final Win
Talented Year 8 and Year 9 STEM Club
students fought off tough competition from
across the Duchy to win two categories at
the Lego Mindstorm Regional Finals, held at
RAF St Mawgan, with robots they had built
and coded themselves.
Students Max, Seb, Lizzie, Jasmine, Jake
and Troy spent six weeks at STEM Club with
Ms Drybrough, building and coding their
robots in preparation for the competition.
The first of these robots was built for speed
as it needed to race against the clock to
record the fastest time possible. The other
robot had to complete a range of tasks,
ranging from relatively straightforward to
extremely complex.
Throughout the day the students rotated
through four different aspects of the
competition.
The first event of the day was the speed
challenge, with each team having two
attempts to gain their fastest time over the
four metre course. After the two rounds our
robot came out as the fastest, which was a
fantastic achievement.
Next, students had to complete a skills test,
which involved getting the robot to:
• press a button to open a barrier, grab a
model plane and return it to the loading
zone, before once again pressing the
button to close the gate
• lift and carry a humanitarian aid unit
before returning it to base without
touching the ground
• collect engines scattered in random
spots, and fetch the Lego driver
• climb a ramp without falling off the end

Our students worked collaboratively
throughout the event, solving problems as
they appeared.
When the results came in we picked up a
second trophy for the robot challenge event,
having completed every task within the time
limit.
Max Rickard won a special award for helping
out the other teams when they experienced
technical problems.
Finally, students had to complete two
public speaking rounds; a detailed
discussion with experts about how they
had designed and coded their robots, and
a presentation based around humanitarian
aid and the role of drones. The team gave
a thought provoking and highly polished
presentation on their chosen topic within
the humanitarian aid brief and even used
background footage, along with a drone, to
communicate their arguments. They had
researched drones, how they could be used
for rescue purposes, and even created a
prototype drone that would work in air and
in water.
This was a fantastic day, and our students
were a credit to the College. Well done to all
students who took part in this challenging
STEM event.

Stick Making Workshop

On Monday 4 March a group of students
were invited to the Construction
Department to take part in a walking stick
making workshop.
Master craftsman and stick maker Mr
David Haddon offered to come into Bodmin
College to demonstrate and teach the art
and skills of stick making. Students were
given a brief history of stick making and
an introduction into the materials and
techniques before selecting their own stick
to work on.
Each stick is unique, and each craftsperson/
student will have an individual approach
and idea as to how they want their walking
stick to look when finished. For the first
session students started by carefully cutting
away unwanted fragments of stick, and then
began the process of shaping the handle
sections, using rasps and files to remove
bark and expose the grain of the stick.
Over the course of the next sessions the
students will move on to sanding the
handles and removing any thorns or branch
stumps, before using wire wool to prepare
the stick for the first of the seven coats of
specially prepared varnish.
All of the students enjoyed this experience
and said that they cannot wait for the next
session to carry on learning this ancient
craft.
Paul Hickey, Head of Construction

‘Mini Medics’ Workshops
As part of the William Hamley Academy,
we have formed a group of Year 7 and 8
‘Mini Medics’ (students who have expressed
an interest in finding out more about
medicine).
In January, two students from Plymouth
Peninsula Medical School visited the College
to deliver an afternoon session on CPR
and what to do if someone is choking.
They also showed students how to take
blood pressure, gave advice about to how
to become a doctor, and for the Year 8
students advised on subjects to choose for
their GCSE options.
It was a fun session with lots of science and
practical activities, as well as learning about
how to become a doctor.
Jayne Smith, Aspirations Co-ordinator

Careers Fair: Big Bang At Bodmin College
On the 7th December Bodmin College held
a Careers Fair for all of the students in
Years 10, 11 and 12. The Careers Fair had
a theme of Big Bang as it was particularly
aimed at STEM Careers, but we were
fortunate to have a wide range of other
career sectors represented as well.
The Careers Fair was an opportunity for
students to talk to local employers about
the types of jobs that are available, what
the jobs entail, and what qualifications
and qualities are needed to be able to
apply. There were a number of ‘have a go’
activities for students to get involved with
too, helping students to find out more about
the skills that certain jobs need.
We had a wide range of employers
represented, from the RAF to West Pharma.
Students found it very interesting to find out
the range of careers that some employers
offered that they otherwise wouldn’t have
known about, such as CORMAC offering
careers in motor vehicle maintenance,
quarrying, landscaping and arboriculture,
and even care.

Several colleges and universities were also
represented, for students who wished to
gather more information about their next
steps.
Alongside the Careers Fair students
were given a talk about apprenticeships
and opportunities in Cornwall. The
apprenticeship talk explained the different
levels of apprenticeships available,
right up to degree level, and included a
talk by a local software apprentice who
explained her Level 4 Apprenticeship and
the experiences and training she was
receiving. The talk about opportunities in
Cornwall drew attention to the surprising
sectors where Cornwall is growing, such as
digital technologies, creative technologies,
e-Health and Space, as well as the more
traditional agriculture, mining and tourism.
There was a real buzz about the day
and students really made the most of
discovering more about what they could do
in the future.

Art Students Razzle Dazzle!
Year 12 Art and Craft students certainly put on
a show with their amazing Art work.
Students were given an Art Deco/Art Nouveau
brief in September, to produce work they could

sell at the Chicago performance, and they
didn’t disappoint. They produced a superb
range of work, from screen-printed t-shirts and
bags, to jewellery, ceramic sculptural forms,
and hand illustrated and printed pictures.

Santa Fun Run
The annual one mile Santa
Fun Run in aid of Cornwall
Hospice Care took place on 11
December 2018. The run, in its
third year, included students
and staff from throughout the
college and raised valuable
funds for the Cornish charity.
This year a staggering £2940.51
was fundraised by our amazing
students, staff and wider
community. Not only was this
a great opportunity to raise
awareness for a worthy cause,
it also gave everyone a chance
to dress up or cheer on and
have fun. There were Sumo
Santa’s, Miss Holt dressed as a
huge Xmas present and a Father
Christmas banana!
There were some stand-out
fundraisers this year, with two
Year 11 students, Josie Pentelow
and Molly Rescorle raising a
record breaking £317.27. Maddy
Joseph in Year 8 raised £166,
Year 7 students Lacey Mullis
£155 and Sydney Cook £158,
Year 10 Justin Bond £69.50 and
Year 9 Lily-May Worth £55. A
massive thank you to everyone
who supported the event.

About Cornwall Hospice Care:
Cornwall Hospice Care is a
charity that has touched the
lives of many people across the
county and beyond. Providing
specialist care to people with
life limiting illnesses, the
nursing teams support patients
and their families at Mount
Edgcumbe Hospice in St Austell
and St Julia’s Hospice in Hayle
and in Cornwall’s hospitals, care
homes and in the community.
The charity also offers a 24
hour advice line for healthcare
professionals.
It costs just over £5.15 million
to provide the specialist care
given to the in and out patients£5,157,906 to be exact! Only
19% of this is funded through
a contribution from Cornwall’s
NHS Commissioners. The rest is
raised via the support of people
in Cornwall who leave legacies,
support fundraising events, play
the CHC lottery and donate to,
and buy, in the 32 shops.
Charity number: 1113140

Year 8 Trip to Paris
On 7th March over 100 students
left for the annual Year 8 Paris
Trip. Students and Bodmin
College staff travelled by coach,
including a ferry crossing from
Dover to Calais, to the Chateau
de Grande Romaine on the
outskirts of Paris.
The first evening saw students
enjoy songs and marshmallow
toasting around the camp fire
ahead of a busy couple of days.
On Saturday everyone travelled
to the centre of Paris, where
students climbed the Eiffel
Tower. All students made it to at
least the first floor, with some
conquering fears whilst making
their way to the top, 391m
above the ground.

Students then enjoyed their
lunch on a river cruise down
the Seine, where they saw
many famous and iconic French
landmarks, including the
Louvre, Notre-Dame Cathedral,
the Eiffel Tower from a different
angle, and many of Paris’
famous bridges.
Following this, we visited the
district of Monmartre, an area
popular amongst tourists, where
students enjoyed absorbing the
French culture. Many visited
the artists’ square where they
were able to have themselves
drawn as a caricature. Saturday
evening saw us return to the
Chateau for the disco.

Sunday started with an early
wake up call ahead of a full
day in the magical Disneyland
Paris. We visited the studio
park in the morning, where
students particularly enjoyed
riding the ‘Tower of Terror’
and ‘Aerosmith’s rockin’ roller
coaster’, followed by the main
park in the afternoon, where
the favourite was decided to be
‘Hyperspace mountain.’
Mrs Armstrong

Erasmus+ trip to Gran Canaria
Students from the College travelled
to Gran Canaria to stay with host
families for a week at the end
of February. Whilst there, they
attended lessons in the local
school and contributed to creating
businesses which were showcased
in a fête at the School. Here is an
account of the week from one of
our students, Olly.
“Between the 23rd of February
and the 2nd of March, me and
eight other students from Bodmin
College travelled to Gran Canaria
to stay with a host family from
the island. Throughout the week
we partook in a range of activities
such as beach games, dolphin
spotting, and visiting the Vice
President of the Canary Islands.
My favourite activity was the
dolphin spotting. We sat at the
front of the boat as the dolphins
swam around us.
“The Erasmus programme is a
great way to learn about people’s
lives in other countries in Europe
- you can learn about their
language, their lifestyles or just
make friends. All the students
that went thoroughly enjoyed
their experiences on the island
and would recommend it to
anyone who likes to travel, loves
learning about different cultures,
and wants to break out of their
comfort zone. All of the students
who have gone in the past have
made friends for life that they met
doing this project, and many have
gone back to the countries to stay
with the families again because of
the connections formed.
“By taking part in the project
you learn to accept people
from all different backgrounds
and countries. You also learn
important life skills, such as being
independent and making new
friends.”
Olly
For more information on the
Erasmus+ project, visit the website
www.confed-europia.eu where you
will find more information, photos
and video of our week in Gran
Canaria, as well as previous visits
to Bodmin and France.

Secondary Schools Drama Festival at Amata, Falmouth University
Eight Cornwall secondary
schools took part in the annual
Cornwall Secondary Schools
Drama Festival this year and
were asked to devise drama
pieces inspired by legendary
women of Cornwall. Bodmin
College chose Anna Maria
Murphy (writer for Kneehigh
Theatre, and also Radio 4)
as we have a long standing
connection with her.
Ellie Fullwood wrote a 10 minute
play called ‘Fishing’ inspired by
the landscape and the writing
process of Anna Maria Murphy.
She and Matt McGuinness then
performed the play at Falmouth
University and received
excellent feedback from the
organisers and the audience for
their performance.

As a result of the success of
‘Fishing’, Ellie has been asked
to submit her play for a Cornish
Gorsedh Award later this
term. She has also won a paid
commission to write a play for
The Minack Youth Theatre in
August.
Alison Dures, Head of Drama

Ellie and Matt worked with Anna
on a Kneehigh Theatre Rambles
‘Walk with me’ project last year,
when in Year 12. This resulted
in the creation of an app which
can be downloaded by the
general public when walking
around landmarks in Bodmin.
Poetry and short stories written
and recorded by students and
professionals can be heard on
the app.
Ellie was also asked to write
for the Helston ‘Walk with me’
project as a result of her superb
writing for the Bodmin app.
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Next Steps South West Update
NSSW University-taster
Reunion
Following on from the NSSW
University Residential hosted in
the summer at Penryn by Exeter
and Falmouth Universities, five
of our students couldn’t wait
to attended a follow up and
reunion with all the friends
they had made at Plymouth
University. Here they had
a chance to experience yet
another university campus and
had a brilliant talk by Steven
Seki, motivational speaker, and
a confidence building workshop
led by the Kernow King.

Year 8 Aspirations trip to Plymouth University
Over a period of two days we took all
of our Year 8 students (who wanted to
go) to Plymouth University for free. This
opportunity was able to happen due to
our close links with the University and
widening participation team. Students had
a campus tour, and a talk about why they
might consider Higher Education. Student
ambassadors talked about what some of the
barriers to HE might be and gave students
details of the finances involved. They also
accompanied our students in workshops
on music, robotics, jobs with a degree,
and natural history. Research suggests
that raising aspirations at this age is key
to engaging and motivating young people
to set their sights on their futures and the
opportunities and possibilities that are
available to them.
NSSW Sixth Form VIVIT live experience – as seen on Dragons Den
Warning... Not for the faint
hearted. Read on if not
squeamish…..
Bodmin College enjoyed hosting
a sixth form event inviting
students from other Post-16
institutions in Cornwall to attend
an experience based on semisynthetic dissection. The Drama
Studio was converted into an
operating theatre for the day.
For the benefit of all students
where anatomy is part of the
course (Sciences, PE, Health
and Social Care, Hair and

Beauty) this event involved a
detailed, visual and hands on
experience to get up close and
personal with the human body.
For students wishing to study
medicine, medical sciences
and midwifery etc. opportunity
to discuss these careers and
the routes into them were
also covered. Several of our
staff also benefited from being
involved.
Students were given a detailed
and very scientific tour of the
human body and its respective

systems by a dynamic A&E
doctor, who then went on to
give students the opportunity
to take part in handling and
dissection of the organs (swine
not human). The synthetic part
was the modelled synthetic
human cadaver based on a real
person who had donated their
body to medical science for this
purpose.
Whilst smelly at times, this
event was really popular
and a very powerful learning
experience.

Brilliant Club Scholars Programme Y9 and Y10 Students
We are extremely proud of how hard 13 of our students
have worked alongside their curriculum studies to
produce work of an extremely high standard.
Following a launch at Exeter University these students
have been working, over a period of seven tutorials,
with a PhD tutor on a philosophy based topic. They
produced a 2000 word essay entitled ‘Being in the world
– the mind body experience’, which explored views of
philosophers such as Descartes and Merleau-Ponty.
This provided an opportunity to work at a level well
above their key stage and also to experience universitystyle teaching. It has been really challenging and they
have all worked extremely hard and produced amazing
pieces which we plan to display in our own philosophy
department.

MADE Training - Revision
and Exams Made Easy
As part of ongoing preparation
for both mock exams and GCSE
exams we welcomed the MADE
training company into College
following on from its successful
pilot last year. The Next Steps
South West initiative funded
the opportunity for all Year 11
students to enjoy a workshop
which explored techniques of
benchmarking, vocalisation
(simply saying aloud means
50% better retention), visual
memory skills, memory palace
and ‘mnemonic devices’ such
as number words to revise
and retain information. One of

Students attended a celebration event at Bristol
University to acknowledge their efforts and a combined
parent and student celebration is also planned at Penryn
campus later this term. The Brilliant Club is a charity
which aims to raise aspirations of talented young people
to consider Russell-Group universities.
the spatial learning strategies
included fixing memorable
images or ‘triggers’ to ‘lock in’
information. Students quickly
learnt how to identify the top
12 most populated countries in
the world. This technique has
been seen on TV in the shows
‘Sherlock’ and ‘The Mentalist’.
The importance of breaking
down revision into 20 minute
chunks and revising in effect
three times more effectively
was also emphasised.
As part of staff development,
staff had the opportunity to
discuss these techniques and
how they might apply them in
the classroom most effectively.
Finally, Year 11 parents were
invited to a workshop that gave
an overview of these techniques
and also how to support the
student in relation to their workenvironment and management
of their child throughout their
GCSEs.
We are hoping to offer our A
Level students critical thinking
and analysis training later
this term and also deliver a
motivation session to Year 10
in the summer term as they
approach Year 11.

Key Stage 5 Essay Writing Workshop
To help our Year 12 and 13 students raise
their attainment in essay-based subjects,
the College worked in partnership with Next
Steps South West and KEAP to put on an
essay writing workshop lead by professional
non-fiction writer Katie Kirk.
During the two hour session, Katie drew
on her background as a political and
environmental writer to help students build
their confidence at structuring essays,
crafting powerful introductions, and the use
of connectives.
Following the success of the workshops,
Next Steps South West and the College will
be looking to make this an annual event to
support our students at Key Stage 5.

FDA Digital Media

Second year FdA Digital Media
student, Sam Bellenger, began
working with Bodmin Council in
his first year on the FDA Digital
Media course.
He began designing promotional
icons and banners to represent

Bodmin at the British Tourism
and Travel Show.
Soon after completing this brief
he created the Bodmin Mural
now featured on Honey Street.
His illustrations can be found on
the tourist information boards

around the town.
Sam has created a relationship
with the Council which will
continue to develop and more of
his work will be seen throughout
the town this summer.

FDA Digital Media Students Promote Bodmin
This is the first instalment of
the Bodmin promotional film
work that Fin and Zack (second
year FdA Digital Media students)
have produced. They filmed
multiple locations in and around
Bodmin including Lanhydrock,
Bodmin Regimental Museum
and Bodmin Jail.
The film, commissioned by
Cornwall Council, was to
produce a promotional advert
to raise awareness of some of
the activities on offer within the
area, creating a brand film for
Bodmin to attract more visitors.

This film will be shared on the
Community Network Facebook
page ‘Visit Cornwall’ and
conversations have also started
with Merlin Cinema Group to
allow the film to be shown

in the soon-to-open Bodmin
Cinema.
You can see the whole film
here:
https://youtu.be/KcL8fUOnYk0

World Book Day
To encourage more of our
students to read a variety of
books students and staff took
part in a number of whole
school activities to celebrate
World Book Day.
The English corridor was
transformed into a life-sized
library thanks to the creativity
of the English department
who had turned their doors
into popular book covers and
themselves into characters. This
created a fantastic atmosphere
and encouraged many student
discussions concerning the
books and characters depicted;
many other staff and sixth form
students also came dressed as
famous fictional characters.
Cornish literature was then
brought to life for Year 7 English
groups and some Year 9 tutor
groups who were joined by
KEAP Pop-Up Storytellers who
shared literature to stories,
poems and songs.
At break and lunch time the
Canteens and Crate served
book related specials for
students to enjoy while teachers
volunteered to read stories to
students in the library.
To get Year 8 in a flap about
non-fiction reading they
were joined by Andy from
Cornish Birds of Prey Centre
who delivered an engaging
lecture on falcons, Darwin and
adaptation.
Teachers also shared their love
of reading with students. Every
lesson teachers spent five
minutes reading and discussing
their favourite paragraph/page
from a book.
At tutor time, students studied
‘10 Books that Changed the
World’ and debated, as a tutor
group which book had had the
greatest impact on society.
Year 12 also supported Year
7 students at tutor time with
paired reading taking place, as
usual, during the tutor period.

The War to End all Wars
The College’s Year 10 GCSE
Drama Group presented extracts
from WW1 plays for their
scripted Drama assessment in
an evening drama showcase
entitled, ‘The War to End all
Wars’ to family and friends on
Wednesday 23 January.
Students handled the material
sensitively from conscription
to love and betrayal; from
camaraderie amongst the troops
to women at home; and on the
front line, coping with death and
the wounded. They explored the
dangers for women working in
the ammunition factories, and
for one soldier the reality of a
court martial and the horror of
facing a firing squad... made up
of his own ‘pals’.
The Year 10 students were
supported by a Year 9 stage
crew overseen by Andy Wright,
Creative Arts Technician.
Alison Dures, Head of Drama
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