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Dear Parents/Carers and students,

You will be aware by now that after 
Christmas I hand the reins over to your 
new Principal, Mrs Seward-Adams. As the 
out-going Principal I write to say thank you. 
Thanks to all of the parents and carers; 
your support has been much appreciated. 
Thanks to all of the students; you have 
been great fun and I do, of course, wish you 
all every success.

My time at Bodmin College has, from 
the outset, some 16 years ago (as 
Assistant Headteacher) been filled with 
happiness. I have always felt a part of the 
community and have met some brilliant and 
inspirational people along the way. 

As always this magazine is brimming with 
success stories and smiling faces. Our 
College is an amazing place with amazing 
staff and students, in a proud and honest 
community which supports and recognises 
good values. 

I wish you all a very Merry Christmas.

Brett Elliott 

Outgoing Principal’s Message

Incoming Principal’s Message

Dear Parents/Carers and Students,

It is a great honour for me to be taking 
over the role of Principal at Bodmin College. 
I first started at the College as Head of 
PE back in 2005 and have since enjoyed 
various leadership roles, both pastoral 
and curricular, within our College and 
elsewhere; but, it is our students and the 
unique culture of Bodmin College that I am 
committed to. 

There has always been a culture of warmth, 
caring, honesty and pride that supports an 
environment for success, achievement and 
aspiration. The range of opportunities for 
students is vast and something that sets 
Bodmin College apart. 

I am very much, looking forward to 
working closely with our staff, families and 
community in ensuring every student a 
happy, successful future and ‘striving for 
excellence by putting the learner first’.

Have a wonderful Christmas, and I look 
forward to seeing you all in the New Year.

Emmie Seward-Adams



In the final week of the summer term, eighteen Year 12 
Biology students joined myself and Dr Ollerenshaw on a 
field trip to Nettlecombe Court, Somerset, for a few days 
on Exmoor.  

The students were immersed in biology from morning 
until night, learning new practical skills to study ecology 
in several different habitats, including; the rocky shore, 
different types of woodland, a river, and grazed and 
ungrazed grasslands. In the evening teaching session, each 
student set up a small mammal trap, making a cosy bed 
and providing adequate food for any small mammal caught. 
Several wood mice were captured, each one was weighed 
and released safely in the morning – this data is added to 

Year 12 Biology Trip

records kept to monitor their numbers across the UK. The 
students also set a moth trap overnight and spent time 
identifying each species in the morning; again the data was 
recorded to help with species monitoring in the UK.

There were friendly competitions whenever we were not 
busy studying, ranging from rounders to ultimate Frisbee 
and football. The group also enjoyed an open-fire and 
toasting marshmallows, whilst listening to different bat 
species using the bat detectors until dark: a fabulous few 
days of biology in glorious sunshine.

Mrs Block 



After over a year of both group 
and individual fundraising 
by staff and students, the 
team from Bodmin left to go 
to Heathrow. At Heathrow 
Airport we met the rest of our 
composite group; students 
from Thomas Tallis School in 
London, their teacher Hannah, 
and Caroline, our Camps 
International leader.

Initially the group remained 
divided into their different 
schools but our first day on 
project work in Borneo soon 
changed that. Students were 
placed in mixed-school pairings 
for the building work, and new 
friendships were made. The 
first camp saw the start of 
a community centre build at 
Tinagal. The dirt floor had to be 
dug down by 10cm (not easy 
when it was so compact) across 
the whole site. The following 
day, lorry loads of chippings 
were delivered and these had to 

Bodmin2Borneo: 6th July to 2nd August 2018

be wheelbarrowed in to make 
the new floor base. The next 
stage of the project was to build 
walls; so we all had to learn 
brick laying and cement mixing, 
Bornean style, so no machines 
involved. Other tasks included 
digging a huge soak-away 
for the toilet, a task taken on 
predominantly by Nathan and 
Kirah, and clearing the garden 

area of undergrowth and fire 
ant nests. Lunch was eaten at 
the local primary school where 
we were a source of amusement 
for the youngest students.

At this camp we slept in 
traditional long houses which 
are on stilts and made of 
bamboo; this means that they 
are open to the elements and 
wildlife. It was not unusual to 
wake up and find you were 
sharing your room with a range 
of reptiles.

On our last day at this camp we 
were taught traditional beading 
and competed in a sports day 
with the local village children. 
We were soundly beaten in most 
of the games but our Camps 
International team did win the 
tug of war championship against 
the visiting villages champions. 
We won 2-0 but it was a real 
struggle, and the opposition 
were bare foot.
Having spent a week at ‘Kenny’s 
Camp’ (at Tinagal) we were sad 
to leave, but also excited about 
our new challenge. 

We next drove to Camp 2, which 
was in the jungle. We slept (or 
tried to) in hammocks next to 
the Kinabatangan River for five 
nights. This was a conservation 
camp, and so we spent our 
days clearing elephant grass 
and planting fig trees. One day 
was also spent clearing salvinia 
pond weed from an oxbow 
lake. This weed is non-native 
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and has been introduced to the 
area through fish tanks being 
emptied; it is a world-wide 
problem. The weed completely 
smothers waterways, leading to 
eutrophication, loss of fishing 
opportunities for the locals, and 
a loss of habitat for wild life 
such as the giant river otter. 
This was incredibly hard work, 
especially in such an extreme 
climate, and the team had to 
really push themselves. During 
one evening we were taken on 
a river boat ride where we were 
lucky enough to see three wild 
orangutans, rhinoceros, pied 
hornbills and a crocodile. 

Our next move was to Luanti, 
another longhouse camp. 
We were there for two days; 
just enough time to do some 
laundry, all by hand of course, 
and get ready for the jungle 
trek. Our jungle guides came 
to instruct us on what to take 
and what not take, as well as 
to hand out emergency rations. 
Staff then checked students 

packs ready for the off.

I think it is safe to say we were 
all apprehensive about the 
five-day jungle trek. Our guides 
were wonderful and explained 
about the local beliefs and the 
nature of the forest. Every 
night we would have to set up 
camp, and competition for the 
best trees to tie hammocks 
to was fierce. Food in camp 
was basic but plentiful, and 
we were taught how to cook 
inside bamboo poles. Bathroom 
facilities were extremely basic, 
as you would expect, and we all 
became very adept at using a 
long-drop toilet in the middle of 
the night while our toilet buddy 
stood guard.

The gradient in the jungle was 
incredibly steep as the country 
is very mountainous. We spent 
one entire day climbing a single 
mountainside, however, the 
view from the top was worth 
every ache and blister. The 
trek very much relied on the 

group working together, helping 
people over rivers, over fallen 
trees and encouraging one 
another throughout. It ended 
with us walking through a 
local farm, which many of our 
students found fascinating. We 
reached the road and our buses 
with a huge sense of pride at 
having overcome our fears and 
beaten the physical side of the 
trek, and looked forward to 
having a shower.

cont.
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For the following two days we 
stayed at Sabah Tea, where 
we were able to walk in the 
plantation and learn how tea is 
processed and produced.

Our final camp was very basic, 
at a remote village in which 
Camps International had only 
just started working. It was 
accessible only by a long and 
high bridge made of wire cable 
and wooden slats; perfectly 
safe, but definitely nerve 
wracking. Everything was 
extremely basic and the level 
of poverty was eye-opening. 
Our main task there was to 
build bridges and pavements 
over open sewers. This involved 
walking approximately a 
kilometre to and from the river, 
to collect and carry back gravel 
and sand to make cement.

Our last two days were spent in 
Kota Kinabalu, a bustling city. 
We stayed in a youth hostel; 
and had a look around the city 
during the first evening. On our 
last day we went to a nearby 
island to go snorkelling; the 
wildlife on the coral reef were 
amazing, and then we went on 
a zip wire between two islands. 
Then it was time to go back to 

the youth hostel to pack our 
bags for the flight home. 

This really was the trip of a 
lifetime and Miss Irons and Mrs 
Madden were very proud of the 
students; they really put their 
heart and soul into the project 

work. It’s very rewarding to 
think that communities will be 
benefitting from the team’s hard 
work for years to come.

Highlights of the expedition 
(there were so many amazing 
moments):
• seeing wild orangutans 

(very rare) as well as 
crocodiles, rhinoceros and 
pied hornbills, snakes, giant 
centipedes and spiders in 
the camps and on the river 
boat ride 

• meeting the local people and 
being especially welcomed 
by the village chief

• learning traditional crafts, 
dances and music from the 
locals

• taking part in the village 
sports day, and seeing our 
students playing with the 
local children

• snorkelling on a coral 
reef and riding a zip wire 
between islands

• visiting the Sarawak 
orangutan and sun bear 
sanctuaries

• walking through the tea 
plantation at Sabah and 
learning how tea is made

• travelling around the country 
and just seeing its beauty.

RIGHT: 
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This year, alongside their BTEC Diploma 
qualification, Work Skills students are also working 
towards their Your Shore Beach Rangers Award. 
The Beach Ranger Academy is a project run jointly 
by Cornwall College and Cornwall Wildlife Trust 
and focuses on environmental issues and life 
skills including beach safety, first aid and financial 
budgeting. 

As part of the environmental element, students 
have taken part in beach cleans at Par Sands Beach 
and Porthpean Beach alongside learning about the 
impact of plastic ending up in our oceans. Items 
collected were identified and the data was used 
as part of the Marine Conservation Society Great 
British Beach Clean Weekend in September.

In October, Captain Paul Thomas, Fowey’s Harbour 
Master, kindly welcomed us and organised a tour 
of the working harbour with Clarie Hoddinott, their 
Environmental Officer, informing students of the 
everyday workings and challenges that the harbour 
faces.

This month students have also been involved in a 
workshop led by Steve Bowans, from H2O Training, 
where they learnt valuable Beach Safety skills. 

Future workshops to be held this year are, 
mindfulness sessions, healthy living and first aid.

Alison Perrin
Work Skills Coordinator

BELOW: Our newly appointed Year 11 College Ambassadors

Your Shore Beach Rangers Award for Work Skills

College Ambassadors



Following the success of the College’s 
previous Musical Theatre productions, 
The Lion King (2016) and Aladdin 
(2017), we are so excited to announce 
that we will be one of the first schools 
in the South West to be given the rights 
to stage the new school’s edition of the 
hit Broadway and West End musical 
Chicago.

Inspired by the jazz music from the 
1920s, Chicago is a slick and sassy 
production that gives us an insight into 
the lives of the murderesses of the Cook 
County Jail. Featuring Iconic songs such 
as ‘All That Jazz‘ and ‘Razzle Dazzle‘, 
this production promises to be a hit and 
a sell out.

As part of the preparations for the show, 
the cast and crew travelled to London’s 
West End to see the production at the 
Phoenix Theatre. After the show the 
students met one of the leading ladies, 
Laura Tyrer, who plays Velma Kelly, for 

The Razzle Dazzle Comes To Bodmin College

a talk and to ask questions about the 
show and her career. We also spoke to 
Matthew Stephens, the show’s Dance 
Captain about his input and role in the 
show. Matt will also be coming down to 
the College for three days in January to 
run workshops with the students to help 
prepare for the production.

Mr Vincent was also very excited to 
meet leading man, Duncan James, 
who plays Billy Flynn in the production. 
Duncan was a member of 90’s boy band 
‘Blue’ (Mr Vincent’s guilty pleasure) and 
has recently starred in Hollyoaks. 

Tickets for the College production are 
selling fast and are available through the 
College Box Office. Buy your’s now to 
avoid disappointment.
www.ticketsource.co.uk/bodmincollege



After a successful summer 
term of expeditions and Award 
completions we began this term 
with new enrolments at all levels.

Bronze Award

We enrolled 49 students from 
Year 9 onto the Bronze Duke of 
Edinburgh Award this autumn. 
We are currently getting them 
all started on their Volunteering, 
Physical and Skills sections 
before beginning expedition 
training in the New Year. Our 
first walk will be a circular walk 
around Lanhydrock and the local 
area in January, learning map 
and navigation skills.

Silver Award 

After completing the transition 
of running the Silver Award in 
Year 10 last year, we began 
enrolling early in September this 
year. We had 18 students who 
completed a navigational training 
walk around the Minions area of 
Bodmin Moor in late September. 
This was in preparation for their 
practice expedition which was 
scheduled for October, shortly 
before half term. Unfortunately 
it was the same weekend that a 
large storm hit us, resulting in 
the campsite for the first night 
being unusable due to strong 
winds and heavy rain. We got 

DofE News – Autumn 2018

around this by camping in 
the Sports Hall and using the 
extra time to plan the assessed 
expedition in March. Saturday 
was a bit brighter so we 
resumed the planned expedition 
and camped at our second 
campsite at Lower Trenant as 
intended, finishing with walking 
on the moor around Minions on 
Sunday morning.

Gold Award 

Our Year 13 Gold Award 
students completed their 
assessed expedition in the 
Brecon Beacons in July. They 
had to overcome extreme heat 
as it was during the recent 

heatwave. To try and minimise 
their exposure to the heat, 
both teams began walking 
each day by 5am to optimise 
the walking time in the slightly 
cooler weather. They were 
all successful and their trip 
culminated in climbing Pen y 
Fan. This year we have seven 
Year 12 students and three 
Year 13 students undertaking 
the expeditions. Training began 
in early November with a 
navigation training walk around 
the Minions area of Bodmin 
Moor. The weather was wet 
and very windy but this didn’t 
deter them from completing 
and gaining confidence in their 
navigational skills. 



On Friday 29th June, 16 of our keen 
students were invited to Blackwater 
BMX Centre to compete in the Cornwall 
School Games. 

The day started with a brief stop 
at Carn Brea Athletics Track for the 
annual opening ceremony. Over 2500 
students from across the county were 
present. The opening ceremony included 
speeches from local professional 
sportsmen and woman, dances by local 
college students and the handing out of 
the Cornwall School Games banners. 

After the opening ceremony we made 
our way to the BMX centre. Once the 
students had their safety briefing they 
were free to have 10minutes practice 
time on the track. With each practice 
lap, the students gained more and 
more confidence. In addition to this our 
students were massively inspired by the 
help and demonstration by the world 
number one female bmx champion who 
took a personal interest in helping our 
Year 7 girls.

Overall, the day was a huge success. We 
placed 2nd, based on the points scored 
throughout the day by the competitors. 

Cornwall School 
Games BMX Event



On Friday 21st September, 
between 4 and 5pm; 75 slightly 
insane students from Bodmin 
College arrived at Ms Pavey’s 
classroom, to sign in and hand 
in mobile phones and sponsor 
money. The lovely teachers at 
the entrance also gave us a 
soup voucher and a polystyrene 
cup for water and juice that 
was provided throughout the 
night.  We then chose where we 
wanted to camp in the Harleigh 
quad. We constructed our den 
out of just cardboard and many, 
many rolls of sellotape. It was 
hard work, it took many tries 
and a lot of time. However, 
when we had finally finished, 
we were very proud and felt 
accomplished.

When everyone was finished, 
we enjoyed messing about for 
a while, running around and 
playing lots of different games. 
Some students read books until 
the light was lost, others made 
up games on the spot. Anything 
to make the time pass.

Around half an hour to an hour 
later, Ms Pavey surprised us 
all with a hot, fresh portion of 
chips (between two). It went 
considerably quieter as they 
were being devoured. Everyone 
was so delighted to see some 
food. Thank you Ms Pavey.

Homeless Sleepover 2018 – a student perspective

We then continued to mess 
about- a great substitute for 
boredom.            

This included: doodling on dens, 
den destruction and lots of den 
reconstruction. This happened 
over and over again…

As the night grew darker, the 
insane students either grew 
more tired, restless or hyper. 
There was no happy medium 
between these; it was either 
one or the other.

Most of us just did ‘our own 
thing’ or messed around in 
our dens/groups. As the 21st 

became the 22nd, it got colder, 
meaning that those who came 
prepared with extra layers 
continued to layer up. The staff 
heated up some tomato soup 
for us at around 3am and we 
had to hand in our soup voucher 
to collect our cup of soup. A few 
handfuls of people slept after 
the soup. However, many of us 
didn’t.

At around 5:30-6am, it began 
to rain steadily, so we went 
inside, taking all of our things 
and the soggy cardboard into 
the classroom. The cardboard 
was piled up in the office for 
recycling and we were given a 
sausage in a bap for breakfast. 
Finally at 7am, we were 
given our phones back to text 
parents, and a certificate.

All in all, the homeless 
sleepover was a great 
experience for all of us. It was 
a great way to raise money 
for charity, and, between the 
75 students who took part, 
we raised £2950, the highest 
amount raised since Ms Pavey 
started to run the sleepover. 

Thank you to all the teachers, 
and a huge thank you to Ms 
Pavey for running this. We 
thoroughly enjoyed it.

By Frankie, Sammi and Daisy 
(Year 8)



Last year as part of the RSC Next 
Generation “Sapho and Phao” production, 
(in which Sahana played Sappho at 
Stratford upon Avon), RSC Artistic Director, 
Greg Doran, selected the six best students 
to take part in The Prince of Wales’ 70th 
Birthday celebrations at Buckingham Palace.

Sahana Rackal, a Year 11 leaver who is now 
studying at the Brit School in London, was 
one of those selected. She performed as 
one of the fairies in ‘A Midsummer’s Night’s 
Dream’ to Dame Judie Dench’s Titania.

The RSC joined with the Royal Opera House, 
Royal Opera, and Royal Ballet to host the 
gala for its President, HRH The Prince of 
Wales, ahead of his birthday. 

Ex-student Sahana Rackal 
performs alongside Dame Judy 
Dench at Buckingham Palace

  
After the show, Robin Belfield, 
Director of RSC Next Generation 
said, 
 
‘First of all, can I say how 
utterly brilliant all the young 
people were last night.  They 
were the pride of the RSC 
and in these exceptional and 
overwhelming circumstances 
they all rose to the occasion in 
what was certainly a night to 
remember.’

As well as working with Dame 
Judi Dench and RSC regular 
Joe Dixon in their scene from 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 
Sahana was also rubbing 
shoulders with Ken Branagh, 
Stephen Fry, Simon Russell-
Beale, and the opera singer 
Bryn Terfel. At the reception 
afterwards she met Camilla and 
HRH Prince Charles who chatted 
to her for a few moments and 
told her he hoped to see her 
on the stage again soon. In 
addition, she met Andrew Lloyd 
Webber (whose foundation 
donates money to the RSC Next 
Generation programme) and 
Michael Morpurgo, who was 
very keen to learn all about the 
young people performing. 



On 29th October the Year 10 
Construction students visited the 
Gilbert and Goode construction 
site at St Tudy. The aim was for 
students to see how a construction 
site works in real life and to 
learn more about careers in the 
construction industry. 

Over the day students took part in 
four activities. 

Students were given a tour of 
the site so they could see every 
stage of construction from the 
drainage and earthmoving of the 
groundworks, laying of foundations, 
the construction of the house 
frames, electrics and plumbing 
and finally the almost completed 
buildings on the other end of 
the site. Like everyone else on 
site students had to be properly 
equipped with steel toe capped 
boots, gloves and helmets. As 
part of the tour students were 
introduced to key site staff. These 
people told students about how 
they had got into the positions 
they had, what they did and 
about opportunities within the 
construction industry. 

Students then took part in a 
bricklaying challenge under the 
supervision of the Site Foreman. 
It was good for students to 
demonstrate what they had learned 

Construction Visit

in the ‘class room’ on an actual 
construction site. 

After lunch (with cake provided), 
students had two more activities. 
The first was looking at how all 
of the jobs on a construction 
site are planned to complete 
the work smoothly, which jobs 
need to be completed first and 
which jobs can run alongside 
one another. This also gave 
students an introduction to 
some construction-related roles 
which they had not previously 
encountered. 

Finally, the group had a session 
with a firm of architects. This 
company talked a little about a 
project they were working on 
and the issues they had to take 
account of during their planning. 
They talked about the program 
they used to design buildings 
which linked to design work 
that students are already doing. 
Students enjoyed using the 
VR technology which together 
with 3D virtual models of their 
projects enable the company to 
look for potential problems in 
the design and for the clients to 
visualise their completed work. 

Many thanks to the Cornwall 
Construction Training Group for 
organising the visit.

Miss M Thomas, Careers Lead;
and Mr P Hickey, Head of 

Construction



Dance Platform celebrated 20 years from Tuesday 20th 
– Thursday 22nd November. To mark this momentous 
occasion the theme was ‘Showtime’.

Bodmin College’s community dance platform showcased 
the work of Jason Thomas Performing Arts, Future 
Youth Dance, Callington Community College, Stratton 
Primary School, Newquay Tretherras, Cornwall College 
and KBSK.  

20th Anniversary of Dance Platform

All dance courses and clubs at 
Bodmin College performed a 
range of pieces, from the Year 
9 BTEC group’s tribute to the 
movie of the year ‘The Greatest 
Showman’; TEMPO dance 
club took on ‘Fabulous’ from 
High School Musical 2 and the 
Apprentice Company’s number 
was ‘You can’t stop the beat’ 
from the hit musical Hairspray.  

Our Year 10 BTEC group 
explored the theme ‘showtime’ 
with a different interpretation, 



looking at ideas of being 
watched/feeling ‘on show’ 
and mental health issues, 
in a dramatic piece entitled 
‘Insanity’.  

Year 11, 12 and 13, B.O.I. and 
Company students not only took 

on the role of a performers but 
also as choreographers, creating 
original and exciting new pieces 
of choreography. Some students 
also created their own pieces 
and auditioned to be a part of 

the 20th year celebration. There 
was a very tough selection 
process as the standard of 
talent was so high.  

The shows featured many 
styles of dance from ballet, 
contemporary, musical theatre, 
jazz to urban dance styles; and 
were packed with exceptional 
dance techniques and great 
performances.



On 27th September, we were lucky enough 
to have the Urban Playground Team in The 
Studio to perform a short preview of ‘Zoo 
Humans’, which will form part of a full-
length show to be shown at the College in 
the Spring Term.

The show was performed to Performing Arts 
students from Years 9 to Year 13 (Drama, 
Dance, Music) followed by a practical 
workshop for those who have an interest in 
dance or parkour.

Students were thrilled to meet one of 
Parkour’s co-creators, Malik Diouf.

Urban Playground

The Urban Playground Team is the world’s 
first performance-parkour (or 2PK) 
company, whose work is defined by the 
fusion of contemporary, urban dance and 
physical theatre, with authentic French 
free-running and parkour. Since 2006, 
Malik Diouf, has been a principal company 
member. 

Performances include theatre tours, outdoor, 
and site-specific work.

The show in the Spring will include some 
of our students in performance, and the 
material will be developed over the next few 
months from audience Q & A, and workshop 
material. We are hoping to offer further 
parkour training opportunities for interested 
students this year.

ABOVE: Trying out Urban 
Playground’s equipment



On 27 September, Arts 
University Bournemouth 
delivered a Year 8 boys design 
project titled ‘Cardboard 
Kingdom’ at Bodmin College in 
the Tor Art Gallery. This activity 
allowed students to explore 
what they would do if they 
could start again and redesign 
their town. The activity was a 
collaborative group workshop 
where urban architecture was 
explored through cardboard 
models, using STEAM skills; 
demonstrating how creativity 
can support STEM and how it 
allows students to think about 
subjects in alternative ways 
(placing Art in STEM).

The workshop was run by 
Deano Pickering the Senior 
Project Officer for Widening 
Participation at Arts University 
Bournemouth and was 
accompanied by MA student 
Jack Walker (a former Bodmin 
College student). Jack has 
already successfully completed 
a BA(Hons) in Costume Design 
at Arts University Bournemouth 
so he was a great source of 
aspiration for the Year 8 boys. 
The workshop was also ably 
assisted by our 6th Form Art 
Ambassadors.

Cardboard Kingdom

The boys took on the challenge 
and were soon immersed 
in designing and creating 
constructions for Defence, 

Emergency Services and 
Communication to name a few. 
The boys’ response was superb 
and they particularly enjoyed 
working without the presence of 
girls, saying, ‘we could do what 
we wanted without the girls 
taking over.’

Workshops like these run by 
external groups always make 
us extremely proud of our 
students, as seen in the email 
from Deano Pickering below:
‘Just wanted to say a formal 
thank you for making us so 
welcome at Bodmin College to 
deliver Cardboard City. Your 
Year 8 boys undertook the 
challenge with determination 
and enthusiasm. Again 
huge credit to the ‘gorgeous 
ambassadors’ whose assistance 
was invaluable. All those 
involved were outstanding 
ambassadors of the College and 
their learning outcomes were 
remarkable.’



Brilliant Club Scholars 
Programme is a charity project 
which aims to widen access for 
outstanding students in non-
selective state schools to the 
UKs most selective Universities.

Students from Years 9 and 10 
attended the launch of this 
project at Exeter University 
where they had a campus tour 
of this Russell Group University, 
followed by the first tutorial with 
their PhD tutor.  The day ended 
with another tutorial on study 
skills for producing the required 
work, which will be in addition 
to normal College work. 

Students will be studying the 
Philosophy of being human, and 

Brilliant Club Scholars Programme

had an introduction to Plato’s 
‘allegory of the cave’, and Rene 
Descartes and the ‘mind-body 
problem’. Ongoing tutorials will 
take place in College before 
final submission of a 2000 
word essay on ‘The body is 
our general medium for having 
a world’ in January and then 
graduation in the spring. 

All students were engaged 
and took part very well. I was 
totally blown-away by their 
discussions. I can’t wait to see 
their work; I know it really 
made my brain ache.

This project has been funded 
by the Next Steps initiative of 
which more information can be 
found at www.nextstepssw@
plymouth.ac.uk 

Rachel Devine
Teacher and Next Steps In-
School Coordinator
DR@bodmincollege.co.uk



We three Year 11 students (Lauren, Josie and 
Alex) accompanied by Ms Devine, attended 
an evening event with an audience of over 
250 people including MPs, University Vice 
Chancellors and a range of professional 
organisations. Here, we gave an overview 
of all of the outreach opportunities we have 
undertaken as part of the NSSW project 
since Year 9. Next Steps is a government 
initiative (NCOP) aimed at raising aspiration 
and encouraging students to pursue higher 
education. 

We felt really nervous about speaking 
beforehand, as it was a very formal event 
and a large audience. After a rehearsal to the 
passengers on the train on the way up, and 
several deep breaths, we managed to deliver 
our presentations confidently and are proud 
to have been ambassadors for Next Steps and 

Next Steps South West Showcase Event at Plymouth University

Bodmin College at this event. We have all 
gained in confidence, and will hopefully be 
the first generation in our families to go to 
University. 

Hurray!

To top it off, the College has received an 
award for making a difference in raising 
aspirations and helping students like us to 
achieve our potential. We have since heard 
that lots of people who attended have 
contacted the College to say how impressed 
they were by our talks.

For more about NSSW, see, www.
nextstepssw.ac.uk
or, contact Ms Rachel Devine NSSW In 
School Coordinator, at DR@bodmincollege.
co.uk

Our Cache (Childcare and Education) Department have been working in collaboration 
with their awarding body regarding a case study. They have been following the learner’s 
journeys over a period of time and have monitored how the learners have excelled in all 
aspects of their studies and as such have been recognised as exemplary practitioners. 
The department has been recognised as a Centre of Excellence.

Congratulations!

CACHE Practitioners



Following on from ‘Articulacy’ 
in the summer, we visited 
Camborne College, the home 
of KEAP (Kernow Education and 
Arts Partnership). Inside was a 
beautifully designed, open, calm 
and relaxing area. The spaces 
we worked in were like theatre 
sets with a range of books, 
inspiring literary quotes and all 
kinds of artefacts and props to 
help stimulate and focus ideas. 

We learnt about applying writing 
and creative skills to different 
professions, and the importance 
of having vision; curiosity and 
questioning as part of this. 
We created a character using 
props and a ‘consequences’ 
style game to help build them. 
An ‘Illuminarium’ (piece of 
furniture containing installations 
of curious objects in cupboards 
and drawers) then helped our 
story to develop and build. 
We walked through a ‘Narnia’ 
wardrobe into a light and bright 
working space to construct our 
stories. The choice of finding 
the right physical space to write 

Writers’ Block day at 
Cornwall College Camborne 
(Next Steps initiative)

was important to help creative 
flow. Some chose bean bags, 
others a quiet corner. Here the 
magic took place and our ideas 
became words. To finish, we had 
a sharing opportunity where we 
showcased our work with others 
in the group. 

For me, it has really helped 
with ideas for creating different 
characters, and I have learnt 
not to over-think to help me to 
do this.

Morgan, Year 10 

For more details about Next 
Steps and opportunities in 
College, contact Rachel Devine 
(DR@bodmincollege.co.uk) or, 
nextstepssw@plymouth.ac.uk 



Computational Thinking is 
the prerequisite skill for 
understanding the technologies 
of the future. It is a thought 
process, rather than a 
specific body of knowledge 
about a device or language. 
Computational thinking is often 
associated with computers 
and coding, but it is important 
to note that it can be taught 
without a device and, for that 
reason, computational thinking 
can be a part of any lesson 
and is a valuable tool for our 
students.
 

On 10th November, 16 students went to The 
Regimental museum (DCLI) in Bodmin see ‘The 
Trench‘, a documentary film made by two of 
our students of the wonderful immersive WW1 
project in which many of our students were 
involved during June and July. We also saw 
‘Cornish Tommies’, which featured some of our 
6th Form students; the film was made by Gemma 
Wearing, a graduate of Falmouth University. 
Both films were excellently made and poignantly 
appropriate at this time of remembrance.

The Trench: A Documentary

Bebras Competition

With this in mind, the Computer 
Science department have been 
busy entering all students from 
Years 7 to 13 into the annual 
Bebras competition  
(www.bebras.uk) with a chance 
of winning a certificate in the 
following categories:
 
• Certificate of Participation
• Certification of Merit
• Certificate of Distinction
• Best in School

 
Top achieving students in the 
four oldest age groups across 

the country will also be invited 
to attend a final round and 
celebration in the new year. 
This will take place at Hertford 
College and the Computer 
labs at Oxford University. 
The top 10% of students in 
these age groups will also be 
invited to enter the TCS Oxford 
Computing Challenge in March.
 
Good luck to all of our students.

Ms Drybrough

The link to these films is below, together with 
videos of the four plays shown at the Museum 
alongside the Trench installation.

Two of these shorter plays were ‘Hip Hip Hip 
Hurrah for Harleigh’, a play about Harleigh 
School, the old Bodmin College, featuring our 
students; and ‘Beetroot pie’, in which two of our 
students were involved.

The videos can be found at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-K4tszcav5l9lJvMWSZGQg/videos
For ‘Cornish Tommies’ please go to https://vimeo.com/296858869 (Password: armistice).



Bodmin College Media students impressed 
some of the leading professionals in the 
industry to win two national awards.

The College’s SKIVE magazine was entered 
in the Shine Media Awards and came 
first place in the Best Community and 
Environmental Content Category; while 
15-year-old Jacob Dean received runner-up 
Shine Scholar Most Outstanding Pupil.

The competition, that attracted over 300 entries from 
schools across the UK, was judged by leading editors 
and journalists from; The Daily Mail, The Telegraph, The 
Week, Google and the TES.

Three members of the SKIVE editorial team, Online 
Editor Jacob, Advertising Manager Hayden and Artist/
illustrator Emily, along with Head of Media Ms Stott 
attended the awards final in London.

Judges commended the Bodmin College entry for being: 
“An outstanding entry, showing a clever use of graphics 
and illustrations, championing a series of real-world, 
practical concepts to help the environment. A truly 
worthy winner.”

Online Editor Jacob said; “Getting to go to the awards 
in London was an amazing experience and actually 
getting prizes in two categories is unbelievable. I was 
thrilled to pick up an individual prize but it really was 
a massive team effort that involved a lot of work from 
over 30 pupils who worked on the magazine for over 
four months.”

Business/advertising manager Hayden added; “It was 
a once in a lifetime opportunity attending the awards; I 
had no idea how many industry professionals would be 
there. Attending the workshops was inspirational and 
has affirmed my plans to work in the media industry. 
It was an honour to receive the award on behalf of 
SKIVE team as everyone had just work so hard to make 
this a really outstanding edition that had an important 
environmental message.”

As a direct result of their entry eight members of the 
SKIVE editorial team have secured work experience with 
a leading print publishing company.



On 26th June, we were 
delighted to welcome nearly 
50 Year 6 students who 
attended our feeder primary 
schools and transferred to the 
College in September. The 
day was intended to give the 
students a taste of some of 
the opportunities that will be 
available to them in Year 7. 

The day started with the 
students meeting some key 
members of staff who would 
be supporting them after the 
summer. 

The students then took part in 
a Timetable Trail around the 
College. This enabled them 
to visit various departments, 
and gave them an idea of just 
how big our site is; a valuable 
exercise, particularly for those 
students who came from 
smaller schools.

Following a break the students 
embarked on the first of three 
workshops which they attended 
throughout the day. All of the 
workshops were run by College 
staff who willingly gave up their 
free time. Also supporting, were 
several of our older students, 
who did a sterling job working 
with their younger peers. The 

LEAP Day for Year 6 Students

workshops were many and 
varied. The list included: Rock 
and Roll Dance in the Dance 
Studio; putting sound, lighting 
and smoke effects on to a 
Disney scene in The Studio; 
African Drumming took place 
in the Music department, and 
there was indoor cricket in the 
Sports Hall; students got to 
try out the sewing machines in 
Technology, looked at animation 
using Apple Mac computers, 
and in the Maths department 

they took part in a newspaper 
bridge competition; whilst in the 
library they had to find different 
characters hidden in and 
around the books. In addition, 
there were hamster health 
checks, and bird feeders were 
constructed.

In the middle of the day the 
students made their own 
lunch, and had time to meet 
other young people who would 
become their classmates, and 
their friends from September.

The feedback was very positive.

‘Really excited about starting 
at the College.’

‘Everything was amazing.’
‘He was beaming and telling 

me how much he loved it 
all.’

‘He cannot wait to come .’
‘Just to say thank you for a 

superb day – My son had 
a great time and enjoyed 
all the activities. He also 
met up with his old best 
friend who moved schools. 
That made his day!’ 



Class of 2018 Leaver’s Day



Class of 2018 Leaver’s Day



In September, it was an 
absolute delight to welcome 
ex-student Ollie Yates to the 
College as our guest speaker at 
our annual awards ceremony. 
Ollie is a presenter and producer 
for BBC News and regularly 
hosts the morning Spotlight 
programme on BBC1. Over 
100 awards were presented to 
students from Years Seven to 
Thirteen in front of an audience 
of parents, governors and 
friends.

Students were nominated for 
their awards by teaching staff 
who recognised their effort 
and achievement in all areas 
of the curriculum, as well as 
extra-curricular activities. These 
included subject awards for 
every examination subject in 
Year Eleven and Year Thirteen, 
as well as awards for progress, 
academic excellence and 
contribution to the College. 
Year Thirteen students were 
also awarded with perpetual 
trophies, many of which were 

Awards Ceremony with Ollie Yates

donated by ex-students and 
staff and have been given to 
students for over 40 years.



The ceremony was enhanced by 
a beautiful guitar and vocal solo 
from Rebecca Puckey (winner 
of the Award for Contribution 
to the Arts) and a reading by 
Amelia Hill (winner of the Sixth 
Form Award for Contribution to 
the Arts). Ollie Yates regaled 
the audience with a humorous 
and sometimes poignant speech 
about his life at Bodmin College 
and the journey he has taken to 
achieve his job at the BBC. He 
was inspirational, and a great 

example of a Bodmin College 
student who is resilient and 
tenacious. We are very grateful 
that he gave his time to be our 
honoured guest and we are 
enormously proud of all of our 
prize winners.

A full list of award recipients can 
be found on our website.



The College has a huge number of clubs and 
activities run during lunch and
after school.

See the College website for all the details
https://www.bodmincollege.co.uk/enrichment/
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Year 10 Students from Bodmin College joined 
other students from Devon and Cornwall on a 
two day residential at Penryn campus (Exeter and 
Falmouth Universities) to experience what it is 
like to be at university. 

The students enjoyed sessions including; an 
introduction to ‘why study at university?’, support 
and applying to university, how to manage 
money, mini seminars in either STEM or Arts and 
Humanities, campus tours and an opportunity 

Next Steps Students University Experience – Penryn Campus

to talk to current university students about their 
experiences of HE. 

The students also had the opportunity to attempt 
a mini cook off and make a ‘come dine with me’ 
style meal within a budget. 

This experience was a turning point for several of 
these students who are now hoping to go on and 
complete A Levels at Bodmin College and go onto 
University.


