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Principal’s Message

Whilst we await official cheques it gives me great 
pleasure to note that we have now reached the £25,000 
mark required to develop a new sensory facility for 
students at Bodmin College. 

The journey towards developing the sensory room 
called The Hideout was the vision of Miss Elliott and Mrs 
Lenaghan who work in our Greenfield Area Resource 
Base. The work undertaken has been amazing and 
inspired so many of us to participate and support 
the venture. From the duct tape and Clip and Climb 
experience, to Miss Pavey’s 10K Plymouth Fun Run with 
Farmer Phil and his Flock, the experience has engaged 
us all and been a great project. We now look forward to 
meeting with Mr Leaver (who not only donated £100, 
but also promised to work on our behalf, free of charge, 
to create the plans for the new facility). 

Thankyou to everyone who has participated, helped 
with raising money and engaged as a supporter of the 
project; we now look forward to the development and a 
grand opening.

The note (right) is a message of thanks written by 
Enyon and signed by the other Greenfield students; 
they are so grateful and so excited.  

On a final note, please allow me to wish you all a very 
restful and enjoyable Christmas holiday.



Four students from Bodmin College won 
a place in the finals of the IBM/Nesta 
Longitude Explorer competition with their 
concept “Soothe”. The group consisted of 
four Year 9 students - Liam Lethbridge, 
Thomas Treverton, Goncalo Pestana and 
Aidan Brown.

Soothe is a system that is designed to assist 
with panic attacks, something that affects 
a large percentage of the population. They 
decided to focus on war veterans as panic 
attacks are one of the main constituents 
of Post-traumatic Stress Disorder. The 
attacks can be extreme and have a massive 
negative effect on the lives of ex-service 
personnel and their families.

The system consisted of a wristband that 
monitors a person’s stress level. If a panic 
attack was detected then a breathing 
meter would be activated on the wristband. 
Combined with a phone app, this would 
allow the user to select soothing videos, 
images and music to play on their phone 
in conjunction with the breathing meter to 
help them to relax and regain control.

The other feature of the system was to 
allow the user to control the home. The app 
would allow them to configure what the user 

IBM/Nesta Longitude Explorer Competition

wanted to happen in the home when they 
had a panic attack. It could be configured 
to change the lighting, switch on a scent or 
turn on any electrical appliances.

The students went to IBM headquarters in 
April and were briefed on the IBM tools that 
might help them to bring their ideas to life.

On their return to College the students 
worked extremely hard to develop their 
idea. They had to complete an extensive 
workbook and make a presentation, create 
promotional materials in conjunction 
with developing the actual software and 
hardware in order to make this a reality.

The team returned to London on the 
13th July for the final, competing against 
nine other teams from schools around 
the country. The boys gave a fantastic 
presentation that really shone with its level 
of professionalism. They were the only team 
that demonstrated a functioning solution 
using the IoT (Internet of Things).

The team came second, winning £1000 for 
the school and prizes for themselves. This 
is a fantastic achievement in a National 
Competition. Well done lads!

Ms Drybrough



We had a fantastic expedition 
season in the summer term with 
44 Year 9 students completing 
their bronze assessed 
expedition in June. Many of 
them have now completed their 
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award and have started on the 
Silver Award. In the last of the 
transition groups following the 
entry-age change by the Award, 
we had 12 Year 11’s undertake 
their Silver assessed expedition 
in September. It was a cold 
and wet weekend and they all 
did very well. They are now in 
the process of completing their 
awards before their exams 
start.

Fifteen of our Year 12’s spent 
a very warm five days in 
the Brecon Beacons in July 
completing their assessed final 
field expedition. They had been 
training all year, and during the 
week had to deal with extremes 
of weather from heavy rain to 
high temperatures. They all 
completed the expedition and 
are now working on completing 
their other sections.

DofE News 

New intakes 2017 – 2018

We have now finished recruiting 
for the new intake this year at 
all three levels, with fantastic 
numbers yet again. We have 
44 Year 9’s enrolled on Bronze, 

49 Year 10’s enrolled on Silver 
and 16 Year 12’s enrolled 
on Gold. We have already 
started expedition training with 
navigation walks on Bodmin 
Moor with the Silvers and Golds.

Ms Ellis



Bodmin College students in Years 11 to 
13, together with Professor Tom Scott 
from Bristol University, recently took part 
in a ground-breaking project to map the 
background radiation around Bodmin. 

Background radiation is the radiation that 
we are exposed to all of the time and, as 
Professor Scott explained, the background 
radiation in Cornwall is slightly higher than 
the national average. In fact the levels are 
harmless and there has been research that 
that indicates in areas such as Cornwall the 
levels of cancer are lower than other areas 
of the UK.

Students took it in turns with the kit, which 
included a scintillator (a radiation detector), 
a GPS sensor, a battery and a Raspberry Pi 
control box. Each participant took the kit 
and walked around Bodmin and gathered 
the data which was uploaded and sent off to 
Bristol University for processing.

Mr Carey, Head of Physics

Bodmin Radiation Project

Bodmin College dancers 
competed in the Cornwall 
School Games 2017 on 30 
June. The Company was placed 
first in their category with a 

Dance Success at Cornwall School Games

beautiful Contemporary piece 
choreographed by Shannon 
Done; while The Apprentice 
Company was placed second in 
their category with a Michael 

Jackson Mega Mix Jazz piece. 

A huge congratulations to all the 
dancers involved. 



In July the Jazz Orchestra set off on a 
combined tour to Lake Garda in Italy with 
Budehaven Voices and Triggshire Wind 
Orchestra. The three ensembles performed 
at various venues around the lake as well 
as visiting Verona, Limone, Monte Baldo and 
spending a day at Gardaland Theme Park. 

The band had a fantastic time and enjoyed 
travelling and working with different 
musicians and ensembles. The photos and 
repertoire were shared with parents at the 
end of term in the annual summer jazz café 
and BBQ. 

The end of the summer term also saw 
performances from soloists and the other 
musical ensembles of the College in the 
Quadcert lunchtime concerts and the 
Summer Concert. These show-cased the 
range of talent from all year groups within 
the College and included a wide range of 
musical genres. 

Music Department News

This term the Year 12 and 13 BTEC students 
performed solos in their ‘Music and Me’ 
Showcase exam. This project allowed the 
students to prepare a repertoire which 
represented themselves as musicians and 
was another fantastic example of the range 
of talent within the College. 

In November the GCSE Music students went 
to the Hall for Cornwall to watch a concert 
of GCSE set works performed by members 
of the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra. 
The pieces were introduced and analysed 
before being performed which was a useful 
way for the students to hear their studied 
works live. It included a performance by 
Indian musicians which was fascinating to 
listen to. 

The Music Department has a new website 
– check it out at www.bodmincollegemusic.
weebly.com



Many of our students from last year’s 
sixth form are settling in well at 
university and this long list includes 
Sophie Mackenzie who has started at 
the University of Rochester in New 
York. 

In America university term begins 
at the end of August, so Sophie has 
been studying for a month longer than 
students in the UK, but it has not been 
non-stop work. “The welcome that 
I had from everyone was fantastic. 
People made sure that I had all that 
I needed, that I settled in well and 
most importantly that I was having 
fun. I made friends very quickly and it 
already feels like I have always been 
here.”

Sophie has made a big impact with 
her sport. She plays in the university 
rugby team and they are very 
successful, just about to take part in 
the state play-off final against Niagara. 
Sophie has excelled at Softball, 
doubtless in no large part due to her 
prowess at cricket. In fact there are 
stories of her whacking the ball out of 
the ground. 

Sophie has also visited Niagara Falls, 
explored the local area and had far 
too many parties. She explained that 
the way people work at university is 
really different from what she is used 
to. “Obviously we all live on campus, 
so that allows us to have a more 
communal attitude to work away from 
lectures. It’s not unusual for people to 
have work-ins at the library at 2.00am 
when deadlines are looming. Bizarrely, 
though, it actually feels like fun. I have 
certainly learnt to appreciate naps.”

After Ahlbie Squire, who is at Pomona 
College, Sophie is the second Bodmin 
College student in a row to gain a 
place to study in the USA and we 
now have three more applicants for 
next year. With the potential for a 
lot of financial assistance and world 
renowned universities, the option 
of studying in America is becoming 
increasingly attractive. 

If you are interested in studying in 
America please see Dr Dixon. This 
is particularly the case for year 12 
students, who can already begin 
seriously thinking about their options.

Sophie’s US Success



On 21st, 22nd,23rd November, 
we hosted the 19th Annual 
Community Bodmin College 
Dance Platform, KERNOW 
BYS VYKEN [Cornwall for 
ever] in the College Studio. 
We welcomed guests from 
Budehaven and Tretherras 
Secondary Schools, St Austell 
College, Stratton CP School, 
Jason Thomas Performing Arts 
School, All Boys’ Dance, Future 
Youth Dance and GDA dance 
companies. All took the stimulus 
of Cornwall for ever and we saw 
a wealth of excellent quality 
work exploring the coastline, 
the sea, myths and legends, 
land marks and places of 
historic and cultural interest.

Kernow Bys Vyken - 19th Community Dance Platform

Bodmin College students took to 
the stage over the three nights 
with fabulous performances 
from Years 9, 10, 11, 12 and 
13, all under the tutelage of 
Laura Hitchens; with clubs 
BOI (Boys Only Invited) 
choreographed by Josh Wilton, 
and Tempo, choreographed by  
Lois McLaughlin, The Apprentice 
Company, choreographed by 
Alivia Coles and Amelia Hill, 
The Company choreographed 
by Abbie Williams and Shelby 
Dover and a wonderful solo 
created and performed by  
Year 7 student, Bonnie Thomas.



We could not run this Dance 
Festival without the help of the 
following;
Andy Wright, Ryan Rowe, Ben 
Wotton on technical support, 
Jamie Baldwin on poster, Steve 
Greaves on photography, 
Dom Hill and Sam Garner 
on Video and Colin Giles on 
Reprographics with Ronnie 
Bartlett (choreographer of GDA 
and FYD running back stage). 
Julie Kernow  was invaluable 
in her help with cleaning back 
stage and we thank Emma 
Gough and Michaela Giles for 
help with finance.
Staff helpers were pivotal- 
many thanks to Lorna Madden, 
Lou Irons, Sarah Prior, Jen 
Watson, Julia Johnson, Judith 
Grayston, Amanda Greenwood, 
Adrian Morgan, Jayne Parkin, 
Gareth Morris and SLT who gave 
their support throughout the 
week, despite a busy Ofsted 
week.
Another successful platform. We 
welcome any parental feedback 
to help us plan for next year’s 
20th Year event.

Alison Dures



In the first week of July, 2017, 
I attended Bournemouth 
University’s four day ‘Summer 
Breaks’ programme along with 
six other Year 10 pupils from 
Bodmin College.

I was in a flat with our mentor, 
Mia, and four other girls, one 
of whom I was from my school. 
The girls were really nice and 
we got along. Everyone else 
who had come from my school, 
apart from the two boys, had 
been split up but no one really 
minded as it was good to meet 
new people. We had travelled 
the furthest to attend the 
residential, as everyone else 
was reasonably local.  

We stayed in flats with six 
rooms and each had our 
own room with an en-suite 
bathroom. The rooms were nice 
and had all we needed; a single 
bed, desk, pin board. I must 
say I like a good pin board. This 
gave a really good picture of 
university accommodation.

We were able to choose the 
workshops we would like to 
participate in each day; and 
they were all led by students 
studying the course. It was nice 
to find out about degrees and 
what they may entail. 

I really enjoy science so tried 
to stick to that kind of subject 
area during the week. In the 

first session we learned about 
studying forensics and a little 
about archaeology. I thought 
all the bone analysis and things 
they showed us were really 
interesting. 

After lunch we went back into 
sessions and this time we did a 
workshop on game design. We 
had a chance to play around 
with some programmes on the 
computers; however I’m not 
great with that kind of stuff so I 
just tried not to break anything. 
Even so, it was a lot of fun and 
all of the workshops were a 
good chance to meet people 
that were not in my flat but 
have similar interests to me. 

Another workshop was about 
product design. For this we had 
to mind map problems in our 
lives and then look for solutions. 
We had to pick a group favourite 
and produce a pitch with design 
and details of the product; what 
it does, why is it useful and all 
of those things. We came up 
with a very innovative product 
which stopped sand sticking to 
your body while at the beach. 
We won the challenge and were 
very happy about it. 

We also had the chance to 
partake in Sport BU activities. 
The choice was yoga, spinning, 
football or watch a movie. All of 
the spaces for yoga were taken 
so I decided to do spinning. 

There were only three of us 
doing it and we weren’t sure 
what to expect. It was intense 
to say the least, but a lot of fun. 
We were quite sweaty by the 
end and could definitely feel the 
burn. Spinning is just cycling 
but on another level; and 
you stay in one place. It was 
probably one of my favourite 
parts of the experience.  

I really enjoyed my 
Bournemouth Summer Breaks 
experience and met some 
lovely people. I found it really 
nice, especially at this time 
in the year, to be able to take 
a little break from everyday 
education and to experience 
something a little different. It is 
obviously a little scary to jump 
into new situations without 
knowing what it will be like, 
but I would just recommend 
that you immerse yourself in 
it and enjoy it. They are great 
opportunities, not only to help 
your future endeavours and give 
knowledge or higher education, 
but just to have some fun with 
new people. I’m not a very ‘out 
there’, social person; however 
I really tried my hardest with 
these opportunities. I am so 
appreciative that I was able to 
attend the university and get a 
greater feel for what my future 
could hold.   

Daisy Finnemore, Y10

Summer Breaks Programme: Bournemouth University



In the final week of the summer term, 
twelve Year 12 Biology students joined 
myself and Dr Ollerenshaw on a field trip 
to Nettlecombe Court, Somerset for a 
few days on Exmoor. The students were 
immersed in biology from morning until 
night, learning new practical skills to 
study ecology in several different habitats, 
including the rocky shore, different types of 
woodland, a river and grazed and ungrazed 
grasslands. In the evening teaching session, 
each student set up a small mammal trap, 
making a cosy bed and adequate food for 
any small mammal caught. Several wood 
mice were captured, each one was weighed 
and released safely in the morning – this 
data is added to records kept to monitor 
their numbers across the UK.  

There were friendly competitions whenever 
we were not busy studying, ranging from 
rounders, ultimate Frisbee and tennis rugby. 
Tom Newton perfected his rugby skills, 
while aiding Poppy Rodwell’s (and my own) 
catching abilities, with high kicks with the 
rugby ball until it was dark. The group 
also enjoyed an open-fire and toasting 
marshmallows, whilst listening to different 
bat species using the bat detectors. A 
fabulous few days of biology.  

Mrs Block

Year 12 Biology Fieldtrip



Three Year 12 students went to 
Exeter University and enjoyed 
an introduction to one of 
Bodmin College’s numerous 
enrichment opportunities that 
help prepare them for a life in 
university, research and beyond. 
George Featherston, Ellie 
Fullwood and Harry Featherston 
were joined by Dr Dixon to 
make the short trip from 
College.

Nuffield Research Placements 
provide over 1,100 students 
each year with the opportunity 
to work alongside professional 
scientists (including quantitative 
social scientists), technologists, 
engineers and mathematicians. 
The Bodmin College group 
attended a celebration evening 
and met with scientists, 
students who had completed 
work this year and many of 
the administration team from 
Nuffield.

Nuffield Celebration Event

All Bodmin College students in 
Year 12 studying technology, 
engineering and maths (STEM) 
courses are eligible to apply. 

Placements are available 
in universities, commercial 
companies, voluntary 
organisations and research 
institutions. If you are 
successful the Nuffield 
coordinator will work with you 
to find a suitable placement. 
The placements take place over 
the summer holiday and are 
typically four weeks in length. 
They are obviously very useful 
in improving research skills, but 
also provide incredibly useful 
links to help with applications to 
university. In the past we have 
even had two students publish 
work in peer reviewed journals. 
This year, Year 13 student 
Ebony worked with Dr Astrid 
Janssens in the Child Mental 
Health Department at Exeter 

and carried out a systematic 
review of relationship education 
programmes. Ebony has 
produced an incredibly detailed 
and impressive piece of work 
and will be using this to help her 
apply to study Psychology. 

Bodmin College Nuffield 
Research Placements are 
administered at a regional level 
by Nuffield coordinator Rachel 
Delourme. 

Nuffield particularly encourage 
students who don’t have a family 
history of going to university 
or who attend schools in less 
well-off areas. They make sure 
no-one is excluded on a financial 
basis by covering students’ travel 
costs. Some students may also 
be eligible for a weekly bursary 
in addition to travel expenses. 

For more information see Dr 
Dixon.



On Sunday 8 October, 23 staff 
crawled out of their beds to 
drive to Plymouth for the annual 
10km event. The Ocean City 
10km has become a staple on 
the run calendar and is the 
largest 10km race in the south 
west.

Dressed as Farmer Phil and his 
Fantastic Flock, the staff donned 
fancy dress outfits and made 
their way to the start line. 

What began as a Facebook 
chat three months before, 
between some teachers trying 
to encourage one of them to 
run a marathon, progressed 
rapidly into an intent to raise 
publicity for the College’s 
Hideout Project. Combining the 
two events meant running with 
a cause and motivation to strap 
on trainers.

Staff who have run marathons 
started alongside staff who had 
never tackled such a distance 

‘Farmer Phil’ and his Fantastic Flock raise money for The Hideout

before, in order to come 
together and do something 
amazing. Over £200 was 
collected in the buckets along 
the route, but more importantly, 
staff came together to show 
students that finishing last can 
be inspiring. 

Congratulations to all staff who 
gave up their time in order 
to encourage each other and 
raise some money for a worthy 
cause. 

PHOTOS courtesy of 
‘OnePlymouth’



Bodropia welcomes its fellow citizens of Europia

The 14th–22nd October saw 
Bodmin College hosting 34 
foreign students from France, 
Germany and Gran Canaria as 
part of the Erasmus+ exchange 
program (The Confederation of 
Europia). 

This is the tenth year of working 
together with these partner 
schools so it was lovely to see 
the familiar faces once more. 

This Erasmus+ project began 
here at Bodmin College. Next 
April, our students will travel 
to France and in 2019 we go 
to Gran Canaria and Germany. 
The themes for this project are 
Business and Democracy. Since the start of term around 

140 Bodmin College students 
from all year groups had been 
creating business ventures and 
products. When the ‘Europian’ 
students arrived they applied 
to work in these different 
businesses and then we had 
a huge Business Fair on the 
Wednesday afternoon where 
we sold our products to the 
rest of the Bodmin students, 
teachers and parents. In total, 
businesses made around £1287, 
and donated £232 to the 

Hideout (Sensory Room being 
built at Greenfield). It was a 
great success.

But it wasn’t all work, work, 
work. We wanted to show 
our visitors what a beautiful 
county we live in and so we 
took them out on some activity 
days. On Monday afternoon 
we went surfing at Polzeath. 
Unfortunately, due to Hurricane 
Ophelia, we could only surf for 
20 minutes but we still had fun 
on the beach.



On Tuesday, we treated all our 
students to a pasty and scone 
lunch.

We went to the Eden Project on 
Thursday attending a business 
workshop to design Christmas 
products which could be sold 
in the Eden shop. We then had 
time to look around the biomes 
and some of us even had time 
for a quick ice–skate.

On Friday we went for a walk 
through Cardinham woods. The 
Spanish students were very 
unprepared for how muddy and 
wet it was. That evening we had 
the award ceremony where the 
most successful businesses won 
a trophy. The Europia presidents 
put on a performance and we 
had a buffet and disco. It was a 
great evening. 

The whole week was a friend-
making, enjoyable experience 
that emphasized the idea of 
togetherness and the lack of 
need for cultural and language 

barriers to come between 
people. We connected with 
many foreign and English 
students during the trip, and we 
are looking forward to seeing 
many of them when we go away 
in April. 

We would like to thank all 
the teachers who have been 
involved in the project and also 
the host families. 



This term, six Bodmin College 
alumni returned to talk to 
current students about their 
career pathways and the 
decisions they had to take 
whilst in the Sixth Form. This 
was organised by the college’s 
Raising Aspirations Coordinator; 
also attending were Future First 
and local MP, Scott Mann.

Over 50 students in Years 
11, 12 and 13 listened to 
inspirational presentations by 
the Bodmin College alumni, with 
motivational stories and career 
advice given throughout the 
morning.

Hattie Hignell is now a Print 
Designer for a children’s 
clothing company in New York 
and commented, “I learnt the 
value of a very strong work 
ethic here. I was never out of 
the art department whilst at 
Bodmin College and was very 
focused on getting to university 
and getting onto the course that 
I wanted to do.”

Bodmin College alumni inspire current students at Future First event

Scott Mann, MP for North 
Cornwall, also went ‘back to 
school’ for the day, speaking to 
students about their goals and 
ambitions. He said, “There are 
a lot of very successful people 
that have gone through Bodmin 
College. A lot of people in 
Cornwall focus on the here and 
now and what’s going on in their 
local communities and I think, 
as these Bodmin College alumni 
have shown, that the world is a 
lot bigger than that.”

Bodmin College alumni who 
attended included: 

Cassie Brewer: studying 
medicine at Exeter

John Worster: studying 
Geography at Cardiff

Daniella Fernandes: studying 
International Relations and 
Languages at Swansea

Dr Barnaby Smith: Junior 
Doctor in Wales

Fin Irwin: Actor and 
Community Arts Leader

Hattie Hignell: Print Designer 
in New York

Jayne Smith, Raising Aspirations 
Coordinator at Bodmin 
College, said, “Seeing how our 
students have grown into really 
confident, successful and lovely 
people was a pleasure; and 
to see the enthralled faces of 
our current students as they 
listened to their stories was 
really rewarding.”

“Workshops like this one help 
students prepare for their lives 
beyond school in the best way 
possible, with the Bodmin 
College alumni helping to 
broaden their job horizons and 
crucial skills.”

One of the students said, 
“Meeting previous Bodmin 
College alumni is really helpful. 
Having grown up in the same 
community and sat in the same 
classrooms, it shows that I too 
can go on to university or do 
whatever I want to.”

Alumni can join the network at 
www.futurefirst.org.uk



In October, budding creative 
art students from Years 10 
to 13 went to London to see 
the Henry Matisse and Jasper 
Johns retrospective exhibitions, 
covering the work of two 
long and incredible successful 
careers. 

Matisse’s work touches upon 
obsession; and the exhibition 
looked at his relationship with 
objects, people and places, and 
how this influenced his array 
of paintings, charcoal sketches 
and collages. Our sixth form 
students and Year 10 found 
this to be both inspirational and 
informative, linking with their 
own current projects based on 
the themes ‘Obsession’ and 
‘Who Are You’.

The students followed this with 
lunch in Covent Garden, soaking 
up the delightfully creative and 
diverse atmosphere London has 
to offer. We then attended the 
first retrospective exhibition 

Bodmin College Booms in London

(Boom For Real) of Jean Michel 
Basquiat’s work ever to be held 
in the UK. This was a feast for 
the eyes, a vibrant burst of 
colour, energy and spontaneity 
on canvas and paper, through 
to film and photography. Many 
students commented on his 

very contemporary style and 
how they could relate to his 
work and enthusiasm for life, 
culture and people. Overall 
this was a fantastic trip, the 
students enjoyed the day 
tremendously and were an 
absolute joy.



The College has recently 
welcomed the start of a new 
initiative called Next Steps 
South West (NSSW).

What is NSSW?

NSSW is a consortium of 
universities and colleges in 
Cornwall, Devon and Somerset, 
awarded government funding 
from the Higher Education 
Funding Council England 
(HEFCE).

What does it do?

NSSW aims to:
• promote and enable 

progression to higher 
education through targeted 
and fully funded activities 
and events in schools and 
colleges in the region

• provide impartial information 
and signposting about 
routes into higher education, 
including apprenticeships

• raise aspirations to facilitate 
progression to higher 
education and reinforce 
curriculum objectives 
through a specifically 
designed activities for 
students aged 13-19

• inspire and motivate 
students to fulfil their 
potential, develop high 
aspirations and encourage 
them to consider a wide 
range of career options.

Student Eligibility

Students are eligible if they 
come from a target postcode 
area (defined by the HEFCE) 
and have the ability to gain 5 
GCSEs at grade A*- C or Level 
4+. The NSSW are especially 
interested in working with 
students who are not currently 
planning to progress to Higher 
Education.

This month our Year 10 students hosted their own 
exhibition showcasing their work in GCSE Art & Design 
to date. This culminated in a presentation of stunningly 
detailed observational drawings, delicately constructed 
portrait boxes and fun and exciting screen printed 
snapshots of celebrity life. 

The exhibition highlighted the talents and inspiration oozing 
from these students and the feedback from public and 
family was amazing and incredibly complimentary. The 
students and visitors really enjoyed the whole experience 
and the response on our ‘Bodminart’ twitter and Instagram 
feeds were really lovely. Thank you to everyone for 
attending.

What do they do?

Activities being run by NSSW 
include careers guidance and 
workshops on student finance, 
researching job sectors and 
employability skills, helping 
students develop the skills 
and confidence to write an 
outstanding personal statement, 
helping to pick the right options, 
developing public speaking 
and confidence building and 
exploring qualification routes 
after Year 11.

Bodmin College students have 
already taken part in theatre 

Year 10 Art Exhibition – ‘Who Are You’

workshops during the autumn 
term and group of Years 10 and 
11 students visited Falmouth 
University to learn about 
degrees in Computer Games 
Development.

Ms Devine is the College contact 
for NSSW and will be contacting 
parents about opportunities 
available to eligible students.

Further information can be 
found on the NSSW website at 
www.nextstepssw.ac.uk or on 
Instagram, Facebook or Twitter.
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Part of the Year 10 Art Exhibition - ‘Who are you?’



The last week of the summer 
term saw over 100 Year 7 
students attend our annual 
camp at Porthpean Outdoor 
Centre. After arriving on site 
proudly wearing their new 
camp T-shirts, the students 
were allocated their tents and 
given time to set up their beds 
before having a site tour. After 
lunch two tutor groups went 
to Blackhead and completed 
an orienteering course whilst 
the other groups walked down 
to Porthpean beach to do rock 
pooling and sand sculpting. 
After dinner in the canteen the 
tutor groups went around three 
different activities; the climbing 
wall, the Archery range and the 

Year 7 Camp 2017
campfire, where they were able 
to toast marshmallows and tell 
ghost stories.

Half of day 2 was spent on 
the water with the instructors, 
kayaking, canoeing, swimming 
and jumping off rocks. When 
the weather turned a bit rough 
we went bodyboarding. The 
other half of the day was on 
the high ropes course up at 
the campsite. After dinner we 
held an inter-tutor ‘It’s a knock 
out’ competition. This involved 
different members of the groups 
competing in games such as 
penalty shootout against Mr 
Elliott, balloon pop, egg and 
spoon race, air raid (with water 
balloons) and human hungry 

hippos. A lot of fun was had by 
all.

Day 3 began with packing up 
bags before breakfast, then 
going to Orienteering or beach 
games. After packed lunch on 
the field it was back to school 
for a presentation before going 
home. 

This is always a great week with 
staff, tutors and students all 
getting to know each other and 
having fun. 

If you are in Year 7 now and 
would like to come to camp 
in 2018 there are still places 
available. Letters are available 
from reception.

Ms Ellis

An intrepid group of students 
and two staff members are 
currently fundraising to travel 
to Sabah in Borneo, for a four 
week expedition; undertaking 
voluntary work on projects in 
local villages which include 
helping to build classrooms, 
community centres, combat 
deforestation or protect wildlife. 
Students will also undertake 
an adventure element, which 
this year is an exciting five 
day jungle trek. Students will 
gain a huge number of skills 
and experiences during their 
fundraising activities and it’s 
an amazing opportunity for 
personal development and 
putting learning into practice. 
Whilst on expedition, students 
will grow in self-confidence, 
improve their communication 
and team building skills, and 
experience first-hand how much 

Bodmin2Borneo

impact just one person can have 
on the world. The experiences 
and the memories they will 
create will stay with them 
forever.

The team have been involved 
in a wide range of fundraising 
events such as raffles, car boot 
sales, silent discos, sponsored 

events, refreshment stalls and 
selling various handmade craft 
items.

We are delighted that 
Specsavers of Bodmin are 
sponsoring the team. If you 
would also like to sponsor us 
please contact Miss Irons and 
Mrs Madden at Bodmin College.  
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