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Information published in this prospectus is accurate at time
of going to press, and may change without prior notice.

Principal’s Welcome
As Principal, I would like to extend you a warm
welcome from the Governors, staff, students
and community of Bodmin College.
One of the aims of this prospectus is to
introduce you to the College and provide you
with some details regarding the opportunities
and learning that takes place here and to
assist you in understanding why we are very
proud of our College, its history and place at
the heart of this friendly community.
Bodmin College is a large 11-19 establishment
providing, what we consider to be, an
outstanding educational experience in which
we maintain high standards of achievement
and traditional values within a disciplined and
caring environment. Students are encouraged
to enjoy their education, to develop respect
for others and, through assuming responsibility,
to develop as reliable and mature individuals
ready to take an active role in adult life.
Our College is characterised by its vision of,
‘striving for excellence by putting the learner
first’. We aim, in all that we do, to put your child
at the centre of our decision making processes
and at the heart of our four key objectives
which are:
• to improve the attainment and progress of
all students in all subjects
• to improve the educational opportunities
for all students in all subjects
• to improve the quality of the learning
experience for all students in all subjects
• to assist and work in partnership with
parents and carers to improve students’
spiritual, moral, social and cultural
development
This vision and our objectives are underpinned
by an ethos in which we expect everyone, ‘to
be polite, to be honest and to work to the very
best of their ability’.
Following our success as a Specialist
Science College we were, in 2009, awarded
acknowledgement as a High Performing
Specialist College following recognition of
the exceptional progress being made by
our students. With notable success as a
High Performing Specialist College we were
assessed by the National College for Teaching
and Learning and were the first to achieve the
Specialist Quality Mark in the country.
More recently our journey with the Specialist

Schools and Academies Trust has seen our
committed involvement in ‘The Framework
for Excellence, a journey towards a world
class education system’. Within this structure
assessment has been robust and challenging
yet, one in which we have been successfully
recognised as providing ‘exceptional
education’ through our ‘principled curriculum
design’, ‘leadership through moral purpose’
and in our ‘climate for learning’ (SSAT, 2017).
Whether your child is arriving from one of our
partner primary schools or from outside the
catchment area, we know how important it
is to find out as much as you can about the
College, our objectives, aims and values.
Whilst no prospectus can take the place of
personal contact or a visit, we are hopeful
that it is of assistance in helping you to make
the important decision regarding the correct
choice of secondary school for your child.
I very much hope that this is the beginning of
a fulfilling partnership in which together we
can ensure your child achieves their potential
and enjoys school. If we can be of further
assistance please do not hesitate to contact
us.
Brett Elliott
Principal
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Overview
Academic Study

History

At Bodmin College the curriculum is designed to provide
a broad education and to give students the opportunity
to achieve their potential. We promote the highest
expectations of our students and the teaching and learning
across the school is at the core of everything we do. The
high standard of teaching across the school is tailored to
students’ needs and we are proud that our students enjoy
their time at school working with such passionate staff. Our
students are taught using a range of techniques but all are
taught to develop independent thinking skills to enable
them to continue learning outside of the classroom.

Bodmin College was first opened in 1973 following the
closure of the Bodmin Grammar School, often known
as Harleigh School. Bodmin College is larger than the
average-sized secondary school and on January 1, 2011,
the College became one of the first Academies in the
county. Bodmin College has approximately 1150 students
in Key Stages 3 and 4 with another 350 in the Sixth Form.
In addition, the College has an Area Resource Base (The
Greenfield Centre) which accommodates 36 children
with multiple and profound Special Educational Needs
and Disabilities (SEND). Further to this, Bodmin College
has developed a Centre for Vocational Excellence at
the Woods Browning Industrial Estate located nearby and
delivers a range of vocational courses, apprenticeships
for the local community and, in partnership with Falmouth
University, a purpose-built facility enabling the delivery
of a Foundation Degree course in Digital Media. Whilst
striving for academic excellence, Bodmin College provides
high quality support for all students, striving for them all to
achieve well and be aspirational in the pursuit of reaching
their personal potential.

The College has a calm and relaxed environment
with students engaged in their learning. Lessons are
differentiated to the needs of the students and there is a
rigorous and relentless drive to maintain high standards.

Pastoral Care and Guidance
Our system of care and guidance involves every member
of staff, and is well considered and effective. We work
very closely with our local primary schools to ensure the
move to College is as smooth as possible. Before students
attend Bodmin College we hope that they will have visited
us on several occasions - to look around the College and
its facilities, and to meet the Head of Year 7 and the tutor
team. Towards the end of the summer term Year 6 students
are invited to spend a day in College taking part in a full
range of lessons and activities. In Year 7 your child will be
placed in a Tutor Group which takes account of primary
school friendships, and also contains children with a range
of abilities including those from the Greenfield Centre. The
group is under the guidance of a Form Tutor and will remain
together until the end of Year 11. After this new tutor groups
will be formed under the care of our Sixth Form Team
and will be dependent on the style of courses students
undertake.

The Campus and our Facilities
Over the last decade significant improvements have
been made to the premises with a continuous programme
of new building and refurbishment. The main College
site now comprises of six main buildings, with additional
accommodation at Woods Browning Vocational Training
Centre.
Following the development and extension of the Sixth Form
Centre the requirement for additional catering facilities
led to the development of The Crate Café for 6th Form
students. This development was supported with a Hub Box
kiosk and new facilities for students in Years 7 – 11 as well as
a move to a cashless payment system.
Lessons are taught in specialist rooms throughout the
College with students having access to high-quality
resources in all subject areas. For example, The Studio is a
multifunctional area in the Creativity building with custom
built teaching studios, rehearsal/practice rooms and the
latest sound, lighting and recording facilities.
With the refurbishment of five science laboratories and
three technology rooms in 2016 and the addition of a
new six block of classrooms planned for 2018, Bodmin
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College boasts some of the best facilities for education in
the county. Further to these facilities is our sports hall and
Academy Gym where students can engage in sporting or
recreational activities under the supervision of teachers and
coaches employed here.
We are pleased to have the Greenfield Centre in the Bell
Building which provides for children in North Cornwall who
have multiple and severe learning difficulties. Students
from within Greenfield attend, where possible, mainstream
lessons and tutor time. The facility is within the main building
with a number of classrooms with access to computers and
all of the facilities used by students across the College.

units on the Woods Browning Industrial Estate. These
facilities have provided the opportunity for us to develop
a curriculum designed to meet the needs and aspirations
of our students. The wonderful facilities and ability to offer
such a wide and inclusive curriculum is something of which
we are very proud.
The College campus is available to community groups,
societies and clubs (cultural, sporting, recreational and
charitable) who frequently use our premises and facilities
for a variety of purposes. A wide range of extra-curricular
and community activities adds considerably to the quality
of life in the College and to that of the town.

In addition to the facilities on the main campus, the
College has acquired and refurbished several industrial

Bodmin College from the Beacon
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Dance students at the College’s Autumn Dance Platform

Our Curriculum
Key Stage 3
During Years 7 and 8 we provide a broad and balanced
curriculum of core and foundation subjects, which includes:
Core Subjects
• English
• Mathematics
• Science
Foundation Subjects
• Humanities (Geography and History)
• Modern Foreign Language (French)
• Design & Technology (Food, Textiles, and Product
Design)
• Information Technology
• Creativity (Art, Music and Drama)
• Religious Education and PSHE
• Physical Education
Year 8 is characterised by The Options. This process is
the first stage in developing a curriculum increasingly
personalised to the needs and aspirations of the individual.
Whilst the process varies slightly each year, the main
purpose is to choose a number of Foundation Subjects to
continue to study in more depth throughout Years 9 – 11.

Key Stage 4
During Years 9 - 11 students continue to study the Core
Subjects and their choice of Foundation Subjects as well as
RE/PSHE (in Years 9 and 10).
Students also engage in our Business Enterprise Programme
which aims to develop personal skills and provide a taste of
how to set up and run a business in partnership with other
people. The programme is judged by local business owners
and is great fun and enjoyed by most, if not all, students.
Key Stage 4 is characterised by an increasing focus on the
production of fantastic assessment pieces and preparation
for the summer examinations in Year 11.

Key Stage 5: The Sixth Form
One of the wonderful aspects of attending an 11 – 19
school is the opportunity to attend the Sixth Form where
you are taught by specialists who know you, your strengths

and areas in which you are less confident. The curriculum is,
at this stage, narrowed as student interest and aspirations
really begin to focus on careers they may wish to pursue.
The mixture of A Level, vocational and technical
qualifications is expansive and enables our students
to attain really good outcomes whilst working in an
environment in which they are known personally. There are
courses available for students of all abilities which are led
by highly specialised staff.
A Sixth Form Prospectus and descriptions of the courses we
offer are available on request, or can be found at:
www.bodmincollegesixthform.co.uk

Careers Advice
Careers education with specialist staff forms part of the
PSHE course for all students from Year 7 to Year 13. This
is supplemented by a well-stocked careers information
library, visiting speakers and individual discussions with
advisers form Careers South West who regularly attend
Parents’ Evenings.
Sixth Form students can choose to sign up to the William
Clift Academy where they will be mentored to support
them in achieving their chosen career.

Religious Education and Collective
Worship
It is a legal requirement that all students attending a
maintained school should have the opportunity to take part
in a collective act of worship which, while not distinctive of
any particular denomination, is wholly or mainly of Christian
character. It is also required that Religious Education
in accordance with a locally agreed syllabus, must be
included in the basic curriculum of all students. Parents
have the right to withdraw their children from both worship
and RE if they wish.
Currently each year group comes together on one
occasion each week for an assembly that aims to
engender community spirit and shared values and allows
them to be addressed corporately about school matters.
This assembly also includes material that is spiritually or
morally uplifting in content and in the style described
above.
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The Greenfield Centre

Extra-Curricular Activities

The Greenfield Centre, the Area Resource Base within
Bodmin College, meets the needs of students with
moderate and severe learning difficulties.
Students in the Centre are included in the College ‘age
appropriate’ tutor groups and Houses. They follow a
broad and balanced curriculum which is mainly delivered
within the Greenfield Centre with specialist teachers and
teaching assistants, but students are also included in whole
school educational events such as the Business Enterprise
week in Year 10. Students also have access to specialist
rooms and subject areas within the College for Technology
and Science.

Bodmin College runs many activities outside the scope of
the normal timetable encouraging a large proportion of
students to participate. The sporting life of the College is
very active and many inter-school competitions are played
in a wide variety of sports. Girls and boys represent Cornwall
in many County Teams and students from Bodmin College
regularly win County, Regional and, on occasion, National
Championships.

In the Greenfield Centre students are encouraged to
achieve in academic subjects and are able to undertake
formal examinations and accreditation in order to access
post-16 learning and vocational courses. There are
opportunities for involvement in Duke of Edinburgh Award
and Ten Tors Jubilee Challenge as well as educational trips
and excursions linked to Year groups, for example the Year
8 Paris Trip.
In addition to the activities available in College, students
organise and participate in several annual charitable
events involving the local community. An example of this is
the Macmillan Coffee Morning where students prepare and
serve cakes to local people.
The students in the Greenfield Centre are welcomed,
included and valued as part of our vibrant College
community.

Beyond the Sixth Form
Studying for a degree at Bodmin College is a development
based upon the fact that many young people with great
talent were, for a variety of reasons, deciding to not go
on to further study and in later years regretting that fact.
The Foundation Degree is run in partnership with Falmouth
University at Woods Browning in a purpose built facility.
Further details can be found at:
https://www.bodmincollege.co.uk/fda/

Musical and drama pursuits are encouraged, and Bodmin
College Jazz Orchestra is known both throughout the region
and also internationally. Our equally popular annual drama
and musical productions involve a large number of students
and members of the community - including students from
primary schools, former students and even parents.
Numerous visits are made throughout the year to places
of educational and cultural interest - museums, theatres,
galleries and exhibitions. Field trips to support geographical
and scientific subjects are conducted both in and out of
Cornwall.
The College is a participant in Erasmus+, a Lifelong Learning
Programme organised by the European Commission
which will run until 2020. Erasmus+ supports cooperative
international activities in education, training, youth and
sport. Under the scheme, Bodmin College is linked with
schools in Bad Bederkesa, Le Relecq and the Telde School
on Gran Canaria.
There are also opportunities for students to participate in
regular recreational and fun activities.
Your children will have the opportunity to be involved in
community service activities - helping local nurseries and
primary schools, holiday schemes for disabled young
people and the weekly Horizon Club.
They may also choose to take part in the Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award or try public speaking. We train teams
annually to participate in the famous Ten Tors expedition
on Dartmoor. The Summer Year 7 Camp at Porthpean is an
event all look forward to as is the opportunity to go skiing or
to Thorpe Park, Disneyland Paris and/or Italy.
As well as these opportunities, every year our students
organise and take part in a number of fund-raising activities
in which we raise several thousand pounds for national and
local charities.
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Whilst joining in with these activities is optional, they do
provide an invaluable opportunity for students to pursue
their interests and establish relationships outside of the
classroom with other students.

Surf club
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ABOVE: Successful DofE Gold students on the summit of Pen-y-fan

Students
During the last term in Year 6 at Primary School students
will spend at least a day at Bodmin College meeting staff
and students as they take part in a range of enjoyable
lessons and activities. Families are also invited to attend
an introductory evening in the summer term and can, of
course, make an appointment to see us at other times
should there be any concerns or questions.
On the very first day in Year 7 students will join their friends
and the other students in a tutor group which is linked to
one of four houses, Dunmere, Glynn, Helman or Beacon.
During Years 7 and 8 students will try new activities and
learn many new things in a wide range of subjects. At the
end of Year 7 a three-day residential camp at Porthpean
and, in Year 8, the prospect of going to Paris, makes Key
Stage 3 very exciting. Towards Easter of Year 8 students
make option choices for Year 9. We have a varied range of
subjects on offer and encourage students to opt for those
subjects in which they have specific talents and/or are
interested in.

10

In Years 9 – 11 work begins on chosen option subjects and
students start preparing for examination and controlled
assessment tasks. The staff will offer help and support
throughout, ensuring that students have every chance
of reaching their potential. As Year 11 draws to a close
students start to consider their options about further
education. The vast majority of young people at Bodmin
College choose to stay on in our Sixth Form due to the wide
range of courses and the personal support we are able to
provide. After the rigours of the summer examinations the
opportunity to attend a Year 11 graduation assembly and
the Year 11 Prom is welcomed by all.

Joining Bodmin College Sixth Form is a real achievement
and something students are extremely proud of. Life in the
Sixth Form is very different from Key Stages 3 and 4 with no
school uniform and a more adult approach to education
being expected. The exciting curriculum and range of
opportunities is supported by high quality teaching by
specialists, fantastic individual support and wonderful high
quality facilities.
The Common Room, 6th Form Study Centre and Crate
Café offer students a place to both study and relax in a
supportive environment.
Once completing study in the Sixth Form, Bodmin College
are pleased to offer a two year Foundation Degree in
Digital Media. This course is run in conjunction with Falmouth
University and has become an incredibly popular choice
for our students and others within the locality. Studying for a
third year at Falmouth completes a BA (Hons).
Throughout the journey through Bodmin College students
will be presented with a wide and diverse range of
activities in which they can participate. There is something
for everyone at Bodmin College; from being part of the
Student Council to training for the Ten Tors expedition on
Dartmoor, from dance or the drama studio Technical Club
to running a business, from a wide range of sports to playing
in the Jazz Orchestra.
We all really hope you get some great results and enjoy
life at Bodmin College; it is a fantastic place with fantastic
people dedicated to helping you be successful.

Parental Partnership
Parental engagement matters to us. We believe parental
engagement to be a powerful contributor in improving
student outcomes and their experience of school. In order
to assist in the effective development of a partnership, we
recognise the need to communicate, both effectively and
with great professionalism. Our aim is, with parents and
carers, to support both the development of character and
the reality of young people achieving their potential and
aspirations.
From our very first meeting with parents, we begin the
process of developing a strong relationship; one in
which they are encouraged and assisted in creating
an aspirational expectation at home that is built upon

resilience and motivation. Throughout a young person’s
journey with us, we provide a deep and diverse range of
both academic and pastoral support through which we
build dependable and supportive relationships on which
our students, and their parents, can rely.
At Bodmin College we are focussing on developing a
range of outcomes and opportunities for our students, whilst
supporting them during what can be difficult teenage
years. With this at the fore of our thinking, we make every
attempt possible to raise aspirations and encourage our
students to have a Growth Mind Set. We want our students
and your children to be; motivated and determined,
accepting of challenge, resilient and able to persevere.

BELOW: Students from China spending one
week at the College as part of a one month
cultural and educational visit to the UK
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College Information
College Uniform
We would like our students to be proud of their College,
and wearing a uniform demonstrates that pride. We also
recognise that a casual attitude towards dress can reflect a
similar attitude towards work and behaviour.
Wearing the school uniform not only shows that we are all
part of one community but shows that the students have
pride in themselves and in turn their College. Our uniform
has been designed to be smart, affordable and readily
available.
Further details of uniform and PE kits requirements are
available on our website:
https://www.bodmincollege.co.uk/parentstudentarea/

Extended Learning
At Bodmin College we set Extended Learning tasks (work
for home) for all our students because research shows
that this develops independent study skills, and revisiting
a topic improves. Students who regularly complete
Extended Learning tasks are generally more successful in
examinations.
Students are free to use the computers, printers and staff
support in classrooms which are open every lunchtime
to support Extended Learning. Should a student forget to
complete an Extended Learning task they will be expected
to catch-up the work in a compulsory session after school.

College Food
Aspens is the company chosen by Bodmin College to
provide the meal service. They specialise in providing
catering to schools and colleges across the country.
As the food children eat at school plays an important role
in their wellbeing, eating a well-balanced diet will not only
maintain and improve their health, but will also set them
on the right track for later life. Aspen’s understand this
and that’s why they are passionate about serving fresh,
high quality and locally sourced food that is cooked in our
kitchen.
Aspen’s have a fantastic range to choose from and ensure
that the variety of food that children like and want to eat
is available. All of the dishes are prepared everyday using
quality, fresh and seasonal ingredients that are responsibly
sourced. Aspen’s are able to cater for special diets.
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Bodmin College runs a cashless system whereby students
use their thumbprint to pay for their meals. Students’
accounts can be topped up online, at PayPoint machines
in shops or using payment machines in College. Parents
can set the amount that their child is able to spend each
day whilst the system will also highlight if a child attempts
to purchase food to which they are allergic. Students who
are eligible for free school meals will have their account
credited each day.
Menus and further information can be found at
www.aspens-services.co.uk/schools/bodmin-college
Did you know that your child might be entitled to free
school meals? For more information and details on how to
claim, visit: www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals

Student Health
Please tell us important medical information about your
child so that any problems can be dealt with in the best
way e.g. if they have diabetes, asthma or an allergy.
In case of accident or illness at school we will always try to
take such action as would reasonably be taken by parents,
who will be informed as soon as possible. For this reason
we employ a full-time trained first-aider dedicated to our
students’ emergency and longer term health needs. In
addition, our Pastoral Support Worker liaises with external
agencies as needed.

Discipline
We hope that we share with you, expectations about pupil
attitude, behaviour and work. We would like you to join in
praising your child’s successes, and we would ask for your
support if sanctions are necessary.

Those pupils who observe the simple set of rules, needed
for us to function effectively, are praised and rewarded.
The opposite results in sanctions ranging from removal of
privileges to detentions, internal isolation and fixed term
exclusion. All students are expected to adhere to the rules
and be polite, be honest and work to the very best of their
ability allowing teachers to teach and students to learn.

Punctuality and Attendance
Punctuality is a courtesy that is encouraged and students
receive special certificates each term for 100% attendance
and punctuality. Conversely, repeated lateness will result in
sanctions. If your child is ill and cannot attend College then
please let us know on the first day of their absence. If an
absence is likely to be prolonged then you are encouraged
to contact the College so we can start to arrange for work
to be sent home to help keep your child up to date.
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Success Stories
Ellie Fullwood was thrilled with
her GCSE grades, achieving
the equivalent of 6 A*s and 5 As
as well as full marks in all three
science papers; she will now go
on to study A-Levels at Bodmin
College 6th Form.
“I did much better than
expected! I was leaning more
towards studying history but I’m
now I’m thinking more about
medicine.”
E Fullwood, 2017
Brad Follen achieved results
including the equivalent of 2 A*s
and 5 A grades amongst others.
He was thrilled with his results and
has successfully enroled in to the
6th Form at Bodmin College. In
addition, Brad has recently been
employed as an ‘extra’ in Poldark.
“I was sick with nerves but did
better than expected! After
going out for celebratory lunch
I’m going to go home and put
some serious thought into which
A-Levels will be best for me to
study to get into Cambridge
University.”
B Follen, 2017
A*s, As and a B in Biology,
Maths, Physics, Chemistry and
Further Maths means that one
of the year’s highest achievers,
Markus Bettin, has gone on to
read Natural Sciences at Girton
College, Cambridge. He enthused,
“All those hours of studying have
paid off! I can’t wait to get started
at University.”
With three A grades in Maths,
Biology and Chemistry plus an A*
in her extended project, Phoebe
Williams has been accepted
to study Medicine, her “dream
course”, at Aberdeen University.
She said, “I’m so grateful to
everyone at Bodmin College for all
the fantastic support I’ve had. I’d
like to thank everyone for all their
help - it was tough but worth the
hard work!”
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Kate Brydon, an Arkwright
scholar, also secured her place
at University, going on to study
engineering at Bath with A*s in
Chemistry and Physics, an A in
Maths and an AS in Further Maths.
On results day she said, “I was
really worried coming in even
though I knew I’d got my place
at my first choice University. I’m so
relieved! I wasn’t expecting to do
so well so I’m over the moon for
my grades to be so high!”

Sophie Mackenzie has been
awarded the prestigious Genesee
scholarship. She will now study a
mixture of science subjects at the
University of Rochester in New York.

BELOW: Sixth Form science students preparing
to build a cloud chamber to enable them
them to see the tracks of naturally emitted
alpha and beta particles at the European
Organization for Nuclear Research (CERN),
Switzerland

Insurance, the College day & Contacts
Insurance on College Visits

Useful Contacts and Information

An insurance policy which covers cancellation
costs, medical expenses, personal accidents,
personal effects and legal liability whilst
participating in College visits is available
through the County.
Parents can buy into a personal accident
insurance, details of which are available at
College. Notification of the method to be
adopted will be advised on the Parental
Consent Form to be completed prior to a
student’s participation in a visit.

Principal:		

N.B. Remember large amounts of money or
valuable items, including mp3 players, should
not be brought into College.

The College Day

Mr Elliott

Vice Principals:		Dr Dixon				
			Miss Nineham
Assistant Principals:
Ms Carter
			Mrs Craig
			Mr Greagsby
			Mr Green
			Mrs Phipps
			Mr Salter
			Mrs Seward-Adams
			Mrs Taylor
Heads of Year: Year 7 		
Miss Taylor
		Year 8		Mr Murray			
		Year 9		Mrs Gregan
		
Year 10 		
Mr Helgeson
		
Year 11 		
Mrs Seward-Adams
		
Year 12/13
Mrs Craig

The College day is divided into three Learning
Zones and includes a Tutor Period during the
morning.
Statutory Attendance Registration takes place
in the subject rooms at the start of Learning
Zone 1 and the start of Learning Zone 3.

Education Welfare Officer:
		
Mr Burbridge 01872 327872
Youth Intervention Officers:
		
PC Turner-Moore (01208) 892330
		
PCSO Knowlden (01208) 892336

Morning Session, 8.45am - 1.10pm

Please contact the College whenever you
need. Sarah Ford (the Principal’s PA) and the
College Secretaries can be contacted on the
number above, and will be pleased to help.

8.45am		
8.50am		
10.30am
11am		
11.25am
11.30am
1.10am		

Warning Bell
Learning Zone 1
Tutor Period
Break
Warning Bell
Learning Zone 2
Lunch

Afternoon Session, 1.45pm - 3,30pm
1.45pm		
1.50pm		
3.30pm		

Warning Bell
Learning Zone 3
End of College Day

I am hopeful that this prospectus has served to
give you a flavour of our vision, aims, objectives
and ethos. Should you have any concerns
please do not hesitate to contact us, peruse
our website or see our Year 6 Transition Booklet
(2016/17) available on the website in the
parents/carers section.
Brett Elliott
Principal

Bodmin College
Lostwithiel Rd
Bodmin
PL31 1DD
t. (01208) 72114
f. (01208) 261036
e. secretary@bodmincollege.co.uk
w. www.bodmincollege.co.uk
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