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Year 9           
(Class of 2029)

Revolution, 
rebellion and 

resolution

Protest Poetry (20) An Inspector Calls (24)

Spoken 
Language and 
Listening NEA

(6)

The CELT English curriculum is designed to take pupils on a 5 year journey through literature, illuminating how texts and genres evolve in response to the historical, social and political contexts of their time. At every 
stage, students encounter the foundational stories, values, and forms that shape literary genre, while developing an appreciation of how writers respond to, echo, and challenge these influences and traditions. Our 
curriculum is deliberately built on clear declarative knowledge (the essential facts, concepts, vocabulary, contexts, and disciplinary understanding required to read confidently) and explicit procedural knowledge, 

including the analytical, interpretive, and writerly routines that enable pupils to think, plan, and write like literary scholars. Being 'knowledge-rich' therefore means not only learning about literary texts but also becoming 
fluent in the academic, critical, creative, and transactional writing practices that bring this knowledge to life. High-quality writing is explicitly taught, modelled, and crafted so that students develop the ability to 

articulate sophisticated ideas with clarity, precision, and authority. Across Key Stages 3 and 4, we balance breadth with depth: students encounter a rich array of canonical and contemporary texts; they explore a 
diversity of forms, voices, and contexts to avoid a 'single story' of any era, culture, or writer. As pupils move through each academic year, they deepen their understanding of how writers shaped, and were shaped by, 

their times. Importantly, they develop their own academic and creative voice, equipped with the linguistic repertoire, confidence, and critical perspective to participate in the wider world of literature. 

Curriculum Overview 5 Year Journey English
Assessment

Weeks

Year 7              
(Class of 

2031)
Human 

experience 
and the 

natural world

October October by Katya Balen (27)
Nature Poetry (9) The Bone Sparrow by Zana Fraillon (25) The Tempest by William Shakespeare (28)

C
EW

 W
ee

kOctober October: modern novel; reading for meaning; 
evidence selection; language analysis - word and 
sentence level; narrative stucture (story mountain here 
Freytag later); WH paragraphs; concepts - introduction to 
character arc - maturity, change, displacement, nature

Creative writing: narratives as inspiration for creative 
writing; grammatical accuracy and sentence variation

Nature Poetry: 
thematically 
linked pre and 
post1914 nature 
poetry 
(Romantic); 
analysis of 
language and 
structure - 
metaphor - tenor, 
ground and 
vehicle; Write a 
Winter poem

The Bone Sparrow: modern novel; extended analysis 
of language (word, sentence and extract-level - 
purpose of character) - characterisation and 
archetypes; analysis of structure - Freytag's pyramid, 
narrative perspectives, sentence types; introduce 
writer's intentions; context and concepts - human 
rights, displacement, loss, discrimination. WHW 
paragraphs.

Informative writing: identifying viewpoints and 
perspectives; letter and article writing based on 
content of novel

The Tempest: conventions of Shakespearean drama and theatre; genre - 
romance; Elizabethan and Jacobean context including societal attitudes, e.g. 
hierarchy - empire and colonialism; develop analysis of characters as 
constructs (archetypes and function) and transformation arc; drama - features 
of spoken language and characterisation (verse and prose - syntax) at 
sentence level. WHW paragraphs. 

The Art of Storytelling: Consolidation of narrative writing; The Storm

Narrative Writing

Assessment
Weeks

Assessment
Weeks

Year 8              
(Class of 2030)

Literary 
traditions and 
re-imagining 

the world

Woman in Black by Susan Hill (30)
The Gothic - descriptive writing (9)

War Poetry (12)
Autobiography - Stories of Conflict (12)

The Giver (21)
Dystopian Fiction Writing (6)

Assessment
Weeks

Assessment
Weeks

Foundations of Grammar and Sentence Mastery Grammar and characterisation Syntax and characterisation Grammar Review

Introduction to creative writing (narrative and poetry) Informative Writing:  form, audience and purpose 

C
EW

 W
ee

k

Woman in Black: modern novel; thesis-driven extended response; genre and 
literary tropes - features of the Gothic; analysis of language and structure - 
word, sentence and extract level; develop character arc and introduce 

whole text level tracking; context - societal attitudes, fears and beliefs 
(Gothic, ghost stories, grief). 

Intro to the Victorian Gothic: extracts from C19th canonical fiction texts; 
conventions of the Gothic genre; Descriptive writing - Setting, weather and 

conventions - (Frankenstein - arctic; Wuthering Heights - ghost at the window; 
Dracula - castle; Jekyll and Hyde - the door; Dorian Gray - the portrait)

War Poetry: pre-C19th and post 1914 poetry; analysis of 
poetic techniques - language and structure; deepen 
analysis of metaphor - tenor, ground and vehicle and 
extended metaphor; contextual awarenss of perspective 
and purpose; introduction to comparing poets' 
attitudes/viewpoints, themes. 

Stories of Conflict: range of non-fiction extracts from 
biographies, autobiographies and stories of war and 
conflict; literary non-fiction reading and analysis of 
language and structure, develop authorial intention - 
viewpoint and purpose

The Giver: Modern novel; thesis-driven extended response to 
protagonist; character arc, language and structural analysis; key 
concepts relating to the human condition in an imagined world. 
Importance of themes. 

Dystopian descriptive writing: fiction reading and analysis of 
extracts from dystopian narratives; using extracts as stylistic models 
for creating and describing a dystopian world. 

Desriptive Writing - establishing mood and atmosphere in setting Autobiographical and Biographical Writing Descriptive - create a dystopian world

Animal Farm by George Orwell (24) P&C: Power of Man (9) P&C Power of Nature, Effects of War and 
Perspectives on Conflict (21);

Revision
Lit 2 

Section 
A and B

W
ex

PPEs

C
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k

Protest Poetry: pre-C19th and modern poetry and 
prose; analysis of language, structure and form; 
comparing poets' attitudes;  knowledge of societal 
beliefs and attitudes in C19th. 

Persuasive Writing

Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare (26)

Romeo and Juliet: revisit conventions of Shakespearean drama; genre - 
tragedy; Elizabethan context including societal attitudes and beliefs, gender 

roles and expectations; thesis driven extended analysis of theme and 
character relationships, romantic, familial - father and daughter; concepts - 

love (forbidden love as rebellion), family feud, maturing and growing up, 
honour. 

The Art of Rhetoric: Rhetorical speech spoken language features in speech 
delivery. Re

vi
sio

n

Features of spoken 
language and 

applying features 
in a spoken 
language 

presentation and Q 
and A. 

Modern unit: An Inspector Calls: post-war play; analysis of 
language, structure, allegory and form (novel/play); thesis-

driven extended response to characters and themes; 
historical and social context; writer's messages and 
intentions; significant concepts - power, hierarchies, 

dominance and exploitation, owners of industry and workers; 
political ideologies - capitalism and socialism

G
C

SE
 E

xa
m

s

Revisit conventions of Shakespearean drama; genre - 
tragedy; analysis of language, structure and form 
(tragedy and Freytag's pyramid); thesis-driven 
extended response to characters and themes 
(character arcs and tragic hero); Jacobean context 
including societal beliefs, attitudes and values, e.g. 
supernatural, gender roles and expectations; writer's 
messages and intentions; significant concepts - 
power, hubris, supernatural. 

Exploring 
unseen 
poems; 

analysis of 
language, 

structure and 
form; 

comparison 
of effect of 

poets' 
methods and 

ideas. 

Responsive revision: A cycle of revision focused on 
consolidation, addressing target areas and 
misconceptions, exam technique and deliberate 
practice. 

Language Paper 2 Section A and B (10) Language Paper 1 Section A and B

Non-fiction reading and analysis of language and 
structure methods used by writers in extracts from a 
wide range of genres and time periods; comparison 
of viewpoints and methods; inference. Opinion 
writing in a range of forms.

Modern test for Lit P2 - Animal Farm: post-war novel; 
analysis of language, structure, allegory and form 
(novel); thesis-driven extended response to 
characters and themes; historical and social context; 
writer's messages and intentions; significant concepts 
- power, hierarchies, dominance and exploitation, 
owners of industry and workers; political ideologies - 
capitalism and socialism

Reading a cluster of 
Anthology poems; 
analysis of language, 
structure and form; 
authorial intention and 
messaging; context and 
concepts; comparison.

Exploring the remaining Anthology 
poems; analysis of language, structure 
and form; context and concepts; 
comparison. 
Analysis of writers' ideas, intentions and 
methods; comparison of poets' methods 
and ideas - power, conflict and 
perspectives. Extended writing. 

Language Paper 1 Section A and B (13) Language Paper 1 Revision WTM (9) Lang P1

Read unseen fiction extracts by writers from a wide range of genres and time 
periods; read for meaning and comprehension; annotation methods 
focused on tracking and spotting overarching patterns; careful selection of 
evidence; detailed and complex analysis of linguistic and structural 
methods; evaluation of ideas and writers' methods. 
Writing: Using extracts as stylistic models for narrative and descriptive writing. 
Writing with technical accuracy and flair - ambitious vocabulary, sentence 
variation, range of punctuation with intended effect. 

Emphasis on responsive teaching based on 
identifying any misconceptions and focus on areas 
of need. Rehearse and perfect exam technique 
and strategy for Lang P1 - Section A and Section B. 

YEAR 10         
(Class of 2028) 
Power, conflict 

and 
transformation

A Christmas Carol
(28)

C19th novel; analysis of language, structure and allegory; thesis-driven 
extended response to characters and themes - transformation and 

redemption arc; historical and social context; writer's message and intentions, 
significant concepts -  social injustice, Christian virtues - generosity and 

kindness, Christmas; education and equity. 

Language Paper 2 Section A and B (20)

Exploration of a selection of paired non-fiction texts that are thematically 
linked, building understanding of writers' viewpoints and intentions in C19th 

and modern writing, non-fiction reading and analysis of language and 
structure methods used by writers in extracts from a wide range of genres and 

time periods; comparison of viewpoints and methods; inference. Opinion 
writing in a range of forms. 

Fiction reading and analysis of language and structure 
methods used by writers in extracts from a wide range of 
genres and time periods; using extracts as style models for 
narrative and descriptive writing.

Lit P2 Lit P2 Lit P1
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Responsive revision: Cycle of Language 
and Literature exam revision 
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YEAR 11           
(Class of 2027) 
Perspectives 

and 
psychological 

struggle

Macbeth (24)
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Unseen 
Poetry unit Lit P1
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