Religious Education guidance

In England, parents have the legal right to withdraw their child from all or part of
Religious Education (RE) lessons, and pupils aged 18 and over can withdraw
themselves. No reason for withdrawal needs to be given, and the request must be
made in writing to the headteacher. While withdrawn pupils will be supervised, the
school is not obligated to provide additional teaching or a different curriculum.

Who has the right to withdraw?e

e Parents/Carers: They can request that their child be excused from RE.
e Pupils: Pupils aged 18 or over have the right to withdraw themselves from the

subject.

What is the withdrawal process?e

1. Contact the Headteacher: The request for withdrawal must be made in writing to
the headteacher.

2. Specify the extent: You must specify whether the withdrawal is from the entire
subject or from specific parts of it.

3. Noreasons needed: You are not required to provide any explanation for why

you are requesting the withdrawal.

What happens when a child is withdrawn?

e Supervision: The school has a duty to supervise the child during the RE lesson.

¢ No additional teaching: The school is not responsible for providing extra lessons or
a different academic subject for the child.

e Alternative activities: The child may be supervised in another supervised area,

such as a library, or another classroom.

Important points to note:

e RE is compulsory: All pupils are legally entitled to RE as part of a broad and

balanced curriculum.



¢ No withdrawal from other subjects: Children may still encounter religious and
non-religious themes in other subjects like history or PSHE from which there is no

right of withdrawal.



